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MATTERS OF THE HEART / DUNCAN

FADE | N:
EXT. BAI NES BACKYARD - DAY

A smal |, sickly azalea bush is receiving a fairly expert
trimm ng froman UNSEEN PERSON.

BEG N CREDI TS
SERI ES OF SCENES:
BRANCHES CUT - falling to the garden floor...

LEAVES REMOVED, GLOVED HANDS addi ng them on a nearby pil e of
brush. ..

DI RT around the base of the plant dug up with a trowel by
t he gl oved hand. ..

A BAG OF FERTI LI ZER - noving along in a wheel barrow, the
wheel barrow comng to a halt, the gl oved hands opening the
top of the bag, dunping the fertilizer..

THE FERTI LI ZER mi xed into the ground around the plant...
MORE DEAD LEAVES renoved. .

WATER stream ng froma spout, falling down around the plant,
t hrough the branches, onto the trunk, down and into the
noi st, fertilized ground.

The water keeps com ng, stream ng, dripping off the
branches, welling up at the base of the plant, seemng to
drown the plant, but still water keeps pouring down fromthe
spout, a virtual rain storm..

END CREDI TS
EXT. PARI'S STREET - N GHT ( MOVI NG

Wth rain falling in solid sheets, TWO MORMON M SSI ONARI ES
putt-putt along a Paris street on two European notor bikes.
They wear overcoats and hats, but are still soaked to the
bone.

The bikes aren’t as fast as cars, so the m ssionaries hug
the right side of the road. Cars and trucks pass them

ELDER PAUL BAINES - is the Senior Conpanion and so hol ds the
first position. He |ooks over his shoulder to make sure his
compani on -

ELDER PHI LIP WAINWRI GHT - is still behind him
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Wai nwri ght putts along, spitting water fromhis face.

PAUL - turns back around from |l ooking at his conpani on just
as a PASSI NG CAR sends a torrent of water over him

EXT. PARI S APARTMENT COVPLEX - NI GHT (RAI NI NG

The building is I ong, about four stories high, and has
mul ti pl e entrances, each leading to a flight of stairs which
in turn lead to various apartnents.

The two bi kes are | ocked together in front of one of the
entrances.

I NT. PARI'S APARTMENT COVPLEX / LANDI NG

The two El ders, now carryi ng backpacks, are huffing it up to
the top | andi ng, which gives way to two apartnents.

El der Wi nwi ght, behind El der Bai nes, takes a couple of
| eaps up the stairs and achieves the landing first, stops,
| ooks off in frustration.

A NOTE - thunb tacked on the door tells it all. I n French:

Dear El ders.
Pl ease forgive ne.
| amno longer interested in talking
wi th you about your church.

ELDER WAI NVRI GHT - rips the note fromthe door and crunples
it.

PAUL - now arrives at the | anding, and breathing hard, is
nearly knocked aside by his conmpanion running down the stairs.

EXT. PARI S APARTMENT COVPLEX / GROUND LEVEL

El der Wai nwright stands at the bottom of the stairs | eaning
agai nst a wall, |ooking at the rain.

Behi nd him El der Baines conmes down the last flight of
stairs, wal ks up to his conpanion

ELDER WAI NVRI GHT
How can anyone not want to know
about the Church?

PAUL
The way | see it Elder, we have
two choices. One, we can go hone
now. It’s only 9 o clock, it’ll
take us at least a half hour to
get there anyway.
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Paul "poses:" lifts his head, while |ooking off into a
bright future, his intonation a study of nock religiosity.

PAUL
Two, we can endeavor to wash our
garnents of the blood and sins of
this generation and gird up our
| oins and go forth to continue to
preach the Gospel, yea, unto al
nati ons, ki ndreds, tongues, and
people, until the last --

El der Wainwight can’t take it anynore and bursts out | aughing.

ELDER WAI NVWRI GHT
Was it your door or mne?

And they hurry off to the |ast set of stairs.
| NT. Al RPLANE / CABIN - DAY

A FLI GHT ATTENDANT bends over into our |ine of sight and,
while smling:

FLI GHT ATTENDANT
Care for anything to drink?

PAUL - | ooks up from a nagazi ne.
PAUL
Sprite -- No, how about a Diet
Coke?

CRASH goes the plastic cup into the ice bucket. SNAP-
FI ZZLE! goes the |id of the Diet Coke. G.UG GLUG goes the
brown liquid into the cup.

The Flight Attendant passes the cup and the can to Pau
Bai nes. . .

... who we now see is all decked out in Mdrnon M ssionary
chic: Suit. Tie. Badge. Conservative haircut.

Paul holds the Diet Coke, sniffs it as if inspecting a
vintage wine, wets his lips, then downs the gl ass.

THE SALT LAKE Al RPORT WAI TI NG AREA - DAY
The place is a mad house al ready.
A M SSI ONARY FAM LY: MOTHER, FATHER, BROTHERS, S| STERS,

FRIENDS - all gathered in a group near the entrance to the
gat e.
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In front of them two children unroll a banner on butcher
bl ock paper:

VELCOVE HOVE, RANDY
| NT. PASSENGER APPROACH RAMP
Passengers are nmaking their way down the tunnel to the
awai ti ng entrance. W soon pick Paul out of the crowd.

He’ s now got a backpack over one shoul der.

An OLD WOVAN | ooks up at him sees his nane-badge.

OLD WOVAN
| heard that Mornons don’'t eat
ket chup.

PAUL

No, that’'s the Jehovah’'s Wt nesses.
| NT. GATE ENTRANCE

A few people who had been in front of Paul come out, | ook
around, hook up with various |oved ones or wal k of f al one.

Paul conmes out, stops, |ooks at -
THE WELCOMVE HOMVE SIGN - flanked by the grinning famly.

Behi nd Paul, A SECOND RETURNI NG M SSI ONARY APPEARS, sees the
sign, smles, goes to -

H' S WAI TING FAM LY - huggi ng not her, father.

PAUL - | ooks on. Beat. He npbves on, renoving his
m ssi onary badge as he goes, then his tie.

I NT. Al RPORT WAI TI NG AREA

The Second M ssionary has just finished huggi ng his younger
sister, |ooks up, sees his G RLFRI END, who hugs him
Everyone is deliriously happy.

EXT. /I NT. Al RPORT TAXI STAND / TAXI

Paul , now carrying an additional two bags and his backpack,
stands at the curb, waiting for a taxi, which is being
hai |l ed by a PORTER

The TAXI pulls up. The TAXI DRI VER gets out, shlunps Paul’s
bags into his trunk. Paul drops into the back seat.
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As, behind him the Taxi Driver shuts the trunk and returns
to the driver seat, Paul |ooks off toward the entrance to
the airport at -

THE RETURNI NG M SSI ONARY AND H'S FAM LY - crossing the
street toward the parking garage, all smles, |aughing,
exuding Fam |y Values to the extrene.

PAUL - stares glunmly at themas the Taxi drives off.
EXT. BAI NES HOVE / GARDEN - DAY

ROBERT BAI NES, 60, hacks away at an azal ea bush and
surroundi ng plants. His thinning hair hangs in sweat-soaked
strands across his forehead. He wears overalls, gardening
gl oves, beat-up shoes.

Frominside the house in the background cones the SOUND of
CLASSI CAL MJSI C.

A pile of branches and dead | eaves is growing rapidly at his
feet. He works feverishly, his face is a mask of grim
determ nation that borders on obsession.

I NT. BAI NES HOVE/ Kl TCHEN

ALI CE BAINES, m d-50"s, stands at the counter, m xing sone
punch. dassical nusic in louder. \Were appropriate, Alice
uses her ladle to direct an i maginary orchestra.

Her hair is neatly coifed and she wears a conservati ve house
dress with a silver chain around her neck from which hangs a
pai r of gl asses.

Seen out the wi ndow in the background, her husband Robert
still slaves away at the bushes.

Alice puts the glasses and the pitcher on a tray, and noves
of f-scene revealing -

A LETTER - on the counter, its envelope lying across it.

The envel ope is addressed to Robert and Alice Baines with an
Orem Utah address.

The |l etterhead on both:

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
France-Paris M ssion

EXT. PATI O/ GARDEN

Al'ice cones out of the sliding glass w ndow, wal ks down the
brick path to where Bai nes is gardening.
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She sits the tray down on the nearby patio table, pours the
dri nk, holds out one of the gl asses to Robert.

ALl CE
Strychni ne. Sugarl ess.

Robert absent-m ndedly takes the glass, raises it to his
i ps, but stops short of taking a sip.

ROBERT
What did you say?

Beat. Alice |aughs, then Robert joins her. Alice pours
hersel f a gl ass.

ROBERT
Was | doing it again?
ALl CE
Total Iy oblivious.
ROBERT
(sips)
Sorry.
ALl CE

You know, if I ever wanted to do
away with you, I'd do it while
you were working on the garden.

ROBERT

What did you say? Strychnine?
ALl CE

Sugar | ess.
ROBERT

The best kind. Artificially
sweet ened strychni ne has been
proven harnful to your health.

ALl CE
| thought you might like a little
sonething to drink. You ve been
out here all norning.

ROBERT
| appreciate it.

ALl CE
(re: the azal ea bush)
How s it going?
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ROBERT
|’ve got a call into Leonard at
Three Pines Nursery. |If he can't

tell me what’s wong...

ALl CE
You' re out here every day,
pruning it, watering it, digging

the soil around it. |If the other
pl ants had feelings, they d feel
negl ect ed.

ROBERT

A lot has to do with the tine of
year you plant, the anmount of
water. | may be giving it too
much. | don’t know. Could be a
| ot of things.

ALl CE
Maybe you shoul d have called the
nursery earlier

ROBERT
| planted everyone of these
shrubs and flowers. This is the
first one to give nme any trouble.

ALI CE

(sips)
|’ m sure you know best.

ROBERT
| put this in the ground a year
ago. It should be covered with
flowers by now. About three feet
hi gh.
(poi nts)
Not hi ng.

Robert hacks away at another branch, adds it to the pile.
Al'ice reaches for them

ROBERT
No, |'Il take care of them
(hol ds out gl ass)
But | could use sone nore
strychni ne, though.

Al'ice pours himsone as he enpties the branches into nearby
pl astic bag.
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I NT. DINING ROOM / PARLOR - LATER
Alice rinses out the glasses and the pitcher.

Robert, now out of his overalls, enters fromthe hallway,
crosses to the wall clock, conpares it with his watch

THE CLOCK - reads twelve-fifteen.
ROBERT - speaks over his shoulder to Alice.

ROBERT
When did he say -- ?

ALl CE
| called the airport. His plane
arrived on tine.

ROBERT
He's taking a taxi, wasn’t
that -- ?

ALl CE

He seened pretty rushed.
Robert crosses into -
THE PARLOR

He stands in front of the curtains, pushes them aside, |ooks
out into -

THE STREET - No taxis. The street is bare.
Behind him in the kitchen, the SOUND of running water stops.

ROBERT
He hasn’t talked to us in a year
and when he calls from Kennedy
airport, that’s all he says?
"Don't pick ne up. 1'Il get a
cab."

AT THE DI NI NG TABLE

Alice adjusts sonme flowers in a low vase in the center of
t he table.

ALl CE
It was |ong di stance. He wanted
to save us noney.
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I N THE PARLOR
Robert stills | ooks out the w ndow.
ROBERT

We coul d have afforded to talk to
him for days --

ALICE (O S.)
Vel |, maybe he had to make a fast
connecti on.

ROBERT
Still, he could have said nore
than "I'll get a cab.” Wiat’s it
take, forty mnutes fromthe
ai rport?

ALICE (O S.)
|’msure he’ll be here any mnute
NOW.

Robert sits in a chair, starts runbling though a stack of
papers and nagazi nes on the coffee table.

ROBERT
(to hinself)
| still don’t understand why he

didn’t want us to nmeet him
Al'ice, have you seen that
letter -- ?

THE LETTER - is thrust into his face by Alice. It is the
|etter we saw earlier on the kitchen counter.

Bai nes takes it while funbling on his gl asses.

ROBERT

Presi dent Andrews doesn’t give us
a clue as to why he’s sending
Paul hone early...
(reads)
.. for reasons that Elder
Bai nes would |ike to discuss with
you hinsel f."

(beat)
Thank Heavens he's still "Elder"
Bai nes - -

ALl CE
(cuts himoff)
Bob!
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ROBERT
Sorry --

ALI CE
You don’t think for one m nute
that Paul would -- ?

Robert puts the letter in his breast pocket.

Just to neke
poi nt hone:

Robert | ooks

I NT. TAXI

ROBERT
No, of course not --

ALl CE
What ever his problemis, it’s
not hi ng that woul d endanger his
menbership in the Church

(beat
| know t hat.
ROBERT
Yes. Yes.
ALl CE
Then... why...?
ROBERT
Alice, | don't know. |’'mjust
trying to figure this all out,
that's all.

sure he under st ands how she feels,

ALl CE
Paul woul d never do anything |ike
t hat .

at his watch again.

ROBERT
Probably stuck in traffic. |
heard on the news there was an
acci dent on the Twenti eth South
of f ranp.

ALl CE
(cauti ous)
|’ ve got his room ready.

The city speeds by as Paul | ooks out the w ndow.

10.

to drive the
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ROCK MJUSIC blares fromthe taxi’s radio.

TAXI DRI VER
Zat bot her you?

Paul is getting down in the back seat.

PAUL
No. In fact, if you want to
crank it up...

Taxi driver cranks up the tunes.

Paul gets even nore down as, acconpanied by the nusic he
takes in the sights and sounds of Gentil e Land:

AMERI CAN CARS - speedi ng past.

TALL AMERI CAN BUI LDI NGS - huggi ng the sky. The nmssive size
of the freeway.

A CAR FULL OF G RLS - pulls up alongside. A CUTE BLONDE in
t he passenger side | ooks over, sees Paul -- she smles,
waves. Her friends join in.

Paul sm | es, waves.

The car full of girls is |ost behind themas the taxi speeds
al ong.

Paul surveys his surroundings, ultimately |ands on -
A PICTURE - of the taxi driver and his wfe.

He reaches into his coat pocket, pulls out a wallet, opens
it to -

A PICTURE OF DOM NI QUE - a beautiful French woman, about 20,
wi th shoul der-1ength strawberry blonde hair. She wears a
bi kini and stands on the beach, |ooking seductively at the
caner a.

The picture is signed (in English), "To Paul: Wth Love from
Dom ni que. "

| NT. PAUL’ S BEDROOM
Al'ice and Robert stand in the doorway to Paul’s bedroom

ALl CE
Just the way he left it. A
little nore orderly, mnd you..
but everything s there: the
posters, the stereo...
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ROBERT
How did you manage to get rid of
all ny things?

ALl CE
Just don’t open the hall closet
wi t hout a hard- hat.

ROBERT
Good. Everything needs to be
exactly as he left them It
mustn’t | ook |ike we wanted him
to go so we could have his room
for ny den.

ALl CE
| don’'t think he would --

ROBERT
(overl ap)
He' || be going through a period
of adjustment. Everything needs
to be as nornmal as possible.

EXT. FRONT PORCH

Robert bends to pick up the Deseret Mdrning News, pulls off

t he rubber

He sits, starts to read the paper, but not w
the road one nore glance. Behind him Alice c
door, conmes down to him rubs his shoul ders.

ALl CE
Wuld it nmake a difference?

Robert | ooks up at her.

ALl CE
Wul d you | ove himjust the
sane -- if he cane hone excom - -

She can’t finish the word.

Robert turns the paper to editorial section,

out .

ROBERT
O course | woul d.

ALl CE
Because what he needs now, nore
t han anyt hing, is our
under st andi ng, our support.

band whil e he noves to one of the porch chairs.

t hout giving
ones out the
Beat .

straightens it

12.
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ROBERT
| know.

Al'ice noves around to the other porch chair, sits, but |eans
in to Robert.

ALl CE
Does he know that? That you
woul d | ove hi mregardl ess of what
he does?

He doesn’t answer. She pulls the paper down fromhis face.

ROBERT
You nean, did | tell hin? Not in
so many words. You don’t sit
your son down when he gets his

call and say, "Paul, I’'ll love
you even if you ' re the worst
m ssionary in France." The

Fat her - Son di scussion prior to a
son’s nmssionis atine of
encour agenent .

ALl CE
But he’s not the worst mssionary
in France.

Robert drops the paper to his lap, takes the letter fromhis
breast pocket.

ROBERT
That’ s what his m ssion president
says.
(scans the letter)
one of the npbst effective
m ssionaries in the field." He's
not been excomuni cated, and he’'s
not sl oughing on the job...

ALl CE
Wait till he gets here, let him
tell us. Wat’s nore inportant
is, how do we deal with it... how

are you going to deal with it?

ROBERT
Me?
ALI CE
Yes, you. It’s upsetting you an

awful | ot.
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ROBERT
It’s not bothering you?

Alice turns away, reaches for a hanky, going back into the
house.

Robert watches her go but doesn’t inmediately follow her.
I N THE DI NI NG ROOM
Alice sits at the dining roomtable, arranging sone flowers.

Robert stands in the doorway, watching her. He cones in,
noves a chair closer to her, takes her hands in his.

ROBERT

It’s been rough for you, hasn't it?
ALl CE

No, no at --
ROBERT

| don’t nean just about Paul. |
nmean about everything. About
being my wife -- the notoriety...

ALl CE
Bob, |'msor --
ROBERT
Cone on, now. Admt it. It’s

been rough, hasn’t it?
A beat. Alice nods. He takes her face in his hands.

ROBERT
Way haven’t you told ne before?
Because you wanted to be strong,
didn’t you? You thought show ng
your true feelings would be a
sign of weakness, didn't you?
(beat)
Believe nme, | know the feeling.

He stands, brings her with him takes her into his arns.

ROBERT
| think you were right the first
time. What are we going to about
our son com ng hone early from
hi s m ssion?

He ki sses her. Pulling away, he | ooks at the dining room
t abl e.
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ROBERT
And those flowers | ook great
right where they are.

ALl CE
Then 1’1l nove them because you
have terrible taste.

She takes the flowers fromthe dining table, goes back into -
THE PARLOR

where she puts the flowers on the nmantl e piece. Robert
foll ows her, stands |ooking at her work.

ALl CE
Did they mnd terribly you' re
taking the rest of the day off?

ROBERT
No, they understand a father’s
anticipation toward seeing his
son cone hone.

As he noves toward the front w ndow
ROBERT

Maybe not mny particul ar

anticipation...
Alice has had to nove sone pictures of her other sons and
their famlies fromthe mantl e piece to make room for the
flowers. Now she picks up one, |ooks at -
A PHOTO - of all five of her sons.
ALI CE - caresses the picture.

ALl CE
Robert ?

AT THE W NDOW
Robert stands, |ooking out between the curtain again.

ROBERT
= 1111%

AT THE MANTLE- PI ECE
ALI CE

Are you going to let Paul give a
honmecomi ng tal k?
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BEA N | NTERCUT between Alice and Robert.
Robert seens hesitant.
Al i ce becones nore enthusi asti c.

ALl CE
It would be a wonderful
experience for him

Robert noves away fromthe w ndow.

ROBERT
well... I... don"t --

ALl CE
Ret urned m ssionaries speak in
Church all the tinme.

ROBERT
True, but. ..

ALl CE
But not m ssionaries who cone
hone early?

ROBERT
No. And it’s not because they're
second-cl ass citizens or anything.
The youth need to view the
m ssi on experience in a positive
light. Ganted, there are..
sone... difficult aspects to
m ssionary |life, but they find
t hat out soon enough.

ALl CE
(firm
Are you sure it’s not because
you... don’t want people to know

he’ s cone hone?
Robert slunps into a chair. Alice noves to stand next to him

ROBERT
(beat)
Is that it, Ali? AmI| ashanmed of
my own son?

Robert sees her still holding the photo. He takes it from
her, looks at it. Smles.
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ROBERT
Do you renenber the day we
brought him honme? You had him on
t he bassinet, and he rolled over
onto his stomach, lifted his
head, and | ooked around through
t hose squinty eyes?

Al'ice | aughs as Robert squints, noves his head |ike one of
those plastic dogs in the back of some people’s cars.

I NT. TAXI

Paul | ooks out the window. The background has changed from
city to residential.

ROBERT (V. Q)
It was in that split second, that
frozen nonent of tine, that | saw
the entire course of Paul’s life
stretching out before him

Paul |eans forward, points to a house on the right.
EXT. HOUSE A FEW DOORS FROM BAI NES HOVE

The taxi pulls up to the curb, stops. Taxi driver and Pau
get out. Taxi driver opens trunk, puts Paul’s |uggage on
t he par kway.

On the word, "squinty" in the foll ow ng dial ogue, Pau
squints, ook down the block, his hands over his eyes.

Paul opens his wallet, gives the taxi driver a tip.

ROBERT (V. Q)
| knew then that, in the face of
t he unknown, Paul woul dn’t shrink
but would lift up his head and
face life straight on -- eyes
squi nty, maybe, but he would face
it.

EXT. RESI DENTI AL STREET ( MOVI NG)
Paul carries all his luggage up the street.

ROBERT (V. Q)
And he was always |like that --
all through school. |[If a problem
was too tough, he would bite his
lip until he nmastered it...
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Paul bites his |ip nervously, stops, struggles out of his
burden to bend and tie his shoe.

ROBERT (V. Q)
Do you renenber how he spent days
patiently trying to tie his shoe?
Never getting frustrated,
di scour aged.

Paul finishes tying his shoe, stands, |oads up on |uggage
and continues struggling down the street.

ROBERT (V. Q)
None of the other boys were |ike
that. That’'s what nakes it so

difficult to accept -- this thing
about Paul comi ng home early from
his mssion. | get the feeling
he’s... running away from

sonet hi ng. And | can’'t

under st and t hat.
Paul takes a few nore steps after end of dial ogue, then stops.
He’ s standing at the beginning of the sidewal k to his house.
EXT. BAI NES HOMVE

Paul hesitates. He takes a deep breath, starts toward the
front door.

He gets about hal f-way down the wal k when the door bursts
open and Alice conmes running out, her hands over her head,
tears stream ng down her face.

ALl CE
Paul! You' re hone!

She | aunches herself toward Paul, who just drops his |uggage
to take her in his arns and sw ng her around.

When she finally cones to a stop

ALl CE
Oh, Paul, I'’mso glad you re back

PAUL
Nobody can keep nme away from your
hone cooki ng.
He | ooks up, sees -

ROBERT - standing on the porch.
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PAUL - sniles, raises a tentative hand.

PAUL
Hel | o, Dad.

Robert makes the first nmove: puts out his hand, which Pau
t akes.

ROBERT
Wl cone hone, Son. | can see
you’' ve | earned the M ssionary
Handshake pretty well.

PAUL
Thanks, Dad. 1It’s good to be back.

An awkward pause. Robert sees -

ALI CE - struggling with the |uggage. Robert noves into scene
to hel p her.

ROBERT
Mot her, let nme get those.

He goes to the pile of |uggage, picks themup. Paul noves to
hel p.

ROBERT
No, you go on inside. Alice,
take himinside. He nust be
starved. 1’1l get these.

Armin arm they nove toward the door.
THE PORCH

Robert achi eves the top step, stops on the | anding to adjust
one of the bags, |ooks up to see -

A NOSEY NEI GHBOR - | ooking at him The nosey nei ghbor,
wat eri ng plants, |ooks away i medi ately.

ROBERT - linps into the house.
| NT. THE ENTRYWAY

As Robert comes in, drops the luggage at the door, and
slunps on them w ping his forehead: Alice and Paul stand
just inside the threshold. Alice is giving Paul the

Mot herly Once Over.

ALl CE
You’ ve gai ned weight... you’ ve
lost a little hair...
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PAUL

Mom |’ ve only been gone a year.

Robert stands, shuts the front door.

ROBERT
Congr at ul ati ons, Son.
PAUL
For what ?
ROBERT

On your |ast baptism President

Andrews said in his letter that
your convert is now branch
presi dent.

PAUL
Frtre DuChanp was a wonder f ul
man. | was very | ucky.

ROBERT
Bl essed.

PAUL
What ever .

Alice sees the tension between the two nen,
t he subj ect.

She takes Paul by the arm nobves himinto -

tries to change

THE PARLOR
ALl CE
What’'s his first nanme? "Friar?"
PAUL
The word’'s "frtre." French for
"br ot her."
ALl CE

Vell, Paul. Don't be so fornal
Sit dowmn. This is your house,

She | eads himto one end of the couch. Pau
| uggage.

PAUL
But what about -- ?
ALl CE
We'll take care of that, |ater.

You just sit down.

t 0o.

i ndi cates the

20.
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Robert starts to sit in the chair, but Alice gets there
first, forcing Robert to sit at the other end of the couch,
cl oser to Paul.

Once Robert sits, Alice imedi ately stands up.

ALl CE
Oh, I'"mso flustered, | forgot!
| have sone punch for us.
Fat her, you keep our son occupi ed
till 1 get back.

Exiting, she gives Robert a | ook that say, "Don’'t you sit in
that chair!”

After a slight pause:

PAUL
Unh... how s the fl ower garden
com ng al ong?

ROBERT
Funny, you should ask. | was
working at it just before you --
but you probably knew t hat al ready.

Robert stands, noves toward the dining room where the
sliding glass door will take them outside.

Paul foll ows.
I N THE KI TCHEN

Alice m xes nore drinks, sets out some brownies on a tray.
Robert and Paul pass by, on their way to the garden.

ROBERT
I’ m showi ng Paul the garden

ALl CE
Fi ne, dear

Robert and Paul go out the sliding glass door.

A faint smle passes across Alice’ s |ips.

EXT. GARDEN

The azalea is trying very hard to | ook |ike a healthy plant.

PAUL (O S.)
That’s new, isn't it?
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The two nen | ean against a railing | ooking down at the poor

azal ea.

Robert notices that sone stray branches still renain.

ROBERT
Azalea. | planted it the day you
entered the MIC. | work it
nearly everyday. It was ny way
of rem nding nyself that, as it
grew, you' d be grow ng in another
kind of field.

PAUL
It seens pretty nmature, now.

kneel s to pick them up.

ROBERT
Your brothers will be here around
five-thirty.

Paul is suddenly ani mated.

PAUL
Ri ch, too?

ROBERT
He's taking the afternoon off and
flying up. He probably won't be
bringi ng Ruth.

PAUL

| wouldn’t think so. Four kids --
ROBERT

Fi ve, soon
PAUL

She’ s pregnant agai n?

ROBERT
They cal l ed | ast night.

PAUL
Are they hoping for a girl this
time?

ROBERT
Vell, Ruth's practically given up
hope after four boys. O course,
Ri chard wants five sons.

PAUL
Yeah.

He

22.
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ROBERT
Did we tell you he’s been nade a
Bi shop?

PAUL

(qui ck)
In a letter.

ROBERT
Yes, | suppose | did.

ON THE PATI O TABLE

Al'ice cones out the door to the house, carrying punch and
cookies to the covered patio table.

ALl CE
Here it is! Real Hawaiian punch.

Nei t her of the nen nove.

ALl CE
Well, get over here, you two.

Robert and Paul join her at the table.

PAUL
Hawai i an punch? The real thing?

ALl CE
You're going to tell ne they
don’t have this in France?

PAUL
No, I'’mnot. Because you already
said it. But they also don’t
have Jell -0, decent ice cream or
white bread. There’'s a
McDonal d’s on the Chanps-El ysées,
but in nane only. Secret Sauce
or no, those Frogs can’t nake a
decent hanbur ger

ALI CE
"Frogs?"

PAUL
That’s what we call the French
peopl e.

ROBERT

You call them "frogs?"

23.
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PAUL
Only anong oursel ves.
(drinks punch)
This is great stuff!

ROBERT
Thank you, Mdther. [It’s very
del i ci ous.

ALl CE
So what are the French people like?

PAUL
Just like you and ne. Except
t hey speak a different |anguage.

ALl CE
No, what | neant was: how do they
react to the Church?

PAUL
French is a Catholic country.
The nost frequent response | ever
heard at the door was, "Je suis
catholique et je reste
catholique.” "lI’ma Catholic and
I’ll stay a Catholic.”

ROBERT
Pretty rough, was it?
PAUL
What do you nean, "rough?"
ROBERT
(fishing)
It nmust have been di scouraging.
That’s all | neant.
PAUL

Maybe a little.

ALl CE
Did Dad tell you about Ruth?

PAUL
Yeah. Can you believe it?
Anot her ki d?

ALl CE
"1l tell you, she’s absolutely
amazing. Still looks like she’s
ni net een.

24.
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ROBERT
| wouldn’t say that.

ALl CE
Al'l right. Twenty-one, then.

PAUL
Vel |, what about you? You had
five kids. Look at you.

ALI CE
Me? |’m a ness.

PAUL
Dad, is she fishing for a
conpl i ment ?

ROBERT
More like trolling, if you ask ne.

PAUL
Mom you're not a ness. You're

t he best | ooking nother |’ve ever
had.

Al'l | augh politely.

ALl CE
Go on, you two. You know what |
nmean. Ruth jogs every norning.

PAUL
So you do canni ng every norning.

ALl CE
She does that, too!

Agai n, |aughter.

ALl CE
Want some nore punch?

Paul holds up his gl ass.
Robert shakes his head.
PAUL

Speaki ng of good-1 ooking twenty-
one years olds, how s Lisa?
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ALl CE
The reception was absol utely
beautiful. And her husband is

nice, too. You knew him didn't
you, Paul ?

PAUL
| still can’t believe he would do
that to ne -- come off his
m ssion and steal ny girl. Somne
guys have no cl ass.
ROBERT
It’s nothing. You Il get over it.
PAUL

| amover it.

ROBERT
Good. She’s not worth worrying
about. You're a returned
m ssionary. An RM at BYU has
nothing to worry about as far as
girls are concerned.

Paul seens very uneasy at this, as if he wants to say
sonet hi ng.

PAUL

Yeah, | know. [It’s all inage.
ROBERT

What is?
PAUL

It’s all image. Going to BYU
Just like the mission field.

White shirts, short hair. It
sends out a nessage to people:
"cl ean and whol esone.” If you're

an RM you grow a nustache. That
sends out a nessage to the girls.
Cl ean, whol esone, spiritual. And
ready.

There is no bitterness in this statenent but Bai nes doesn’t
know how to take it.

ROBERT
Yes... well... unfortunately,
appear ances are everything in
this terrestrial world we |ive
in. In the afterlife --

26.
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PAUL

27.

But why do we have to play the

gane? If we're tryi

ng to live a

Cel estial law, why should we care
about what the Telestial world

t hi nks?

ROBERT

You're right. Qur sights should

be set higher.
PAUL

So when are you going to start
wearing colored shirts to Church?

Beat. Paul |aughs, breaking the

t ensi on. Robert and Alice

join, relieved that it was all a joke. O was it?

Alice stands, npves toward the house.

ALl CE
Vell, I'"mgoing to nake your
favorite lunch, Paul.

PAUL
Anerican food! | can’t believe it.

Paul stands also, follows his npm

I NT. KI TCHEN

Alice noves to the refrigerator
bl urs by her.

PAUL
Ch, that rem nds ne,

opens the door as Paul

|’ ve got

sonet hing for you guys.

THE ENTRYWAY
Paul rumrmages through one of his

THE KI TCHEN

sui t cases.

Robert enters. His and Alice’s eyes |ock. Beat.

PAUL (O

S.)

These are for you guys.

Paul cones back into the kitchen,
just as Alice pulls out a tray of
fromthe refrigerator

hol ding two w apped gifts,
| uncheon neat and bread
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Paul, with a little protest by Alice, takes the lunch tray
to the counter, and gives the presents to his parents.

They are all
st ool s.

PAUL
This isn’t honest-to-gosh
bal oney, is it?

ALl CE
It certainly is.
(indicates gift)
What did you go and do this for?

now at the counter, standing or sitting on the

PAUL
Just open themwhile I nmake a
sandwi ch.

ROBERT

Thank you, Son!

Paul dives into the fixings as his parents begin to unwap

the presents.

PAUL
You know, the French don’t even
know what baloney is. | had to

go to the American store in Paris
whenever | was there to get this.

Al'i ce has opened her present by now. A GLASS FI GURI NE of on
of the Relief Society nmonunents.

Alice’s eyes well up in tears.

ALl CE
Oh, Paul, this is so |ovely!

PAUL
One of the nmen in ny last branch
was a gl ass-blower by trade. |
showed hima picture of the
Rel i ef Society’ s nmonunent to
wonen and he copied it.

Robert has unwrapped a bound book, read the title.

ROBERT
"The M ssionary Journal of Pau
W Baines."
(thumbs through it)
It’s all typed and bound.

28.
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PAUL
The gl ass-blower’s wife was a
secretary who knew English. |1
had her type it for ne.

ROBERT
(genui nely noved)
Paul, this is wonderful! 1’1]
treasure this al ways.

PAUL
You know, Mom snails are good
but they’re nothing conpared to a
good ol d-fashi oned bal oney
sandwi ch.

(beat)
So fill me in on the | ocal scene.
What’ s happened since | left?
ALl CE
Let’s see... OCh, Karl Thorne got

his m ssion call to Japan.

PAUL
He finally straightened up enough
to go, huh?

ROBERT
He said you inspired himto go.

PAUL
Me? Inspiring?

ROBERT
You were to Brother DuChanp.

ALl CE
Paul , have sone m | k.

ROBERT
Tel | us about Brother DuChanp.

PAUL
What’'s there to tell?

ROBERT
Wiy didn’t you wite to us about
hi n? He was baptized six nonths
ago.

PAUL
Guess | never got around to it.
Anyway, it’'s all in the journal.

29.
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ALl CE
Wul d you |i ke another sandw ch?
PAUL
No, thanks.
ALl CE

OCh, that rem nds ne. Your trunk
cane | ast week!

I NT. PAUL’ S BEDROOM

Sonmeone pulls THE TRUNK out of Paul’s closet. It is Paul
who eagerly starts unlatching it.

Robert and Alice stand just inside the door. Robert has
carried Paul’s luggage fromthe entryway and now puts them
on the floor.

PAUL
|’ ve got sone other things in
here. Things that were too heavy
to bring in the suitcase.

ROBERT
Your nother had the delivery man
put it in here.

Paul opens the trunk, then sits on the bed and rummages
around i nsi de.

ALl CE
What do you think of your roonf
It’s just like you left it.

PAUL
Sanme sheets and everythi ng?

Paul | ooks around quickly as he’s dunping stuff fromthe
trunk onto his bed.

PAUL
Thank you.

Alice smles contentedly. Finally, Paul finds what he was
| ooki ng for:

A SQUARE RED- STONED ROCK - which he hefts, showing it is
heavy.

ALl CE
What’'s that?

30.
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He pul | s out

PAUL
It’s called a pavd The French
use it pave their streets. Makes
skat e-boarding real difficult.
Maybe 1’11 use it as a paperwei ght.

sone books.

PAUL
My French dictionary... and this
book was given to ne by one of
t he nost beautiful French wonen
|’ ve ever net.

This peaks the interest of Robert and Alice. Alice sits

next to Paul

on the bed. Robert collapses into a desk chair.

PAUL
She was only seventeen. But she
had t he | ongest honey-blond hair
t hat hung strai ght down her back.
Incredi bly mature for her age.
And very spiritual. Not the
weepy-eyed kind of spirituality a
lot of girls have at her age --
hers was real. The first tine |
met her was ny very first day in
the city. Le Havre. "The
Harbor." On the northern coast
of France, just across the
Engl i sh Channel from England. M
conpani on picked nme up at the
train station and as we wal ked in
the salle -- sorry -- as we
wal ked into the neeting room a
bunch of nenbers were there,

polishing the floor. | was
I ntroduced around and Dom ni que --
that was her nane -- said, "Come

on, Elder Baines. Wy don't you
hel p?" She threw ne a cloth and
| did what everybody el se was
doing: threw the rag on the
wooden floor and kind of noved it
with ny feet, like this.

(does tw sting notion)
The thought went through ny head:
"Am | dancing with a girl? lIsn't
this agai nst m ssion rul es?”
Anyway, when | left that town
three nonths later, she was there
at the train station

( MORE)
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PAUL ( CONT' D)
That’ s when she gave ne this book
on French grammar. As the train

pul | ed away, | | ooked out the
wi ndow. .. and she was wavi ng at
me. There were tears in her
eyes. | told her in a letter
that, if things didn't work out
with Lisa and ne, | would | ook
her up.

(back to reality)
| guess | can do that now.

Alice touches Paul’s arm

ALl CE

She sounds like a lovely girl.
PAUL

She is. | have a picture of her

here sonepl ace.

ROBERT
You wote to her?

PAUL
| know it was agai nst m ssion
rules. But | always got such an
incredible spiritual uplift from
that girl... | can't explain it.

ROBERT
| see.

Reachi ng back into the trunk, Paul pulls out a hunk of netal
shaped |i ke a grenade.

PAUL
Anybody know what this is?

ROBERT
Looks |i ke a grenade.

PAUL

It is.

(tosses it to his dad;

Alice reacts)
Don't worry, Mom It’'s dead.
found this on the beach at
Normandy. | took it to an expert
who told ne it was used during
VWrld Var 1.



MATTERS OF THE HEART / DUNCAN 33.

ROBERT
You' d think they’ d have conbed
t he beaches by now.

Paul starts pulling out books fromhis trunk and putting
themin his bookcase.

PAUL
| see ny old bookcase is enpty.

ALl CE
| gave all your old science-
fiction nagazines to Ronnie.
That is what you wanted ne to do,
isnt it?

Bai nes | ooks at the books that Paul is shoving in the bookcase.
ROBERT

The Journal of Di scourses. Were
did you get those?

PAUL
There’s a European Distribution
center in Litge. | ordered them
ROBERT
When did you have tine to read
t hen?
PAUL

Haven't read themall yet.

ROBERT
Didn’t you have a prescribed
reading list as m ssionaries?

PAUL
| read all those. The Book of
Mornon six tines. These were in
bet ween. You know nme. Al ways
t he voraci ous reader.

ROBERT
You shoul d have stayed with the
Scriptures. There's sone
guestionable material in these

vol unes.

PAUL
Questi onabl e? Brigham Young.
Heber C. Kinball. Oson Pratt.

How can anyt hing they say be
consi dered questi onabl e?
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Robert can't

ROBERT
| don’t know. | ve never read
t hem - -

PAUL

Never read them Dad, this is
history! This is the Church in
its infancy.

ROBERT
|’ ve never read them sinply
because there is so much that the
nodern Church | eaders have
witten that just to keep track --

PAUL
There’s sone great stuff in herel
You know, if you were to preach
sone of these things today, half
the Church would get up and wal k

out .

ROBERT
Preci sely why we shouldn’t read
t hem

PAUL

They sell the J&D at Deseret Book.
take it anynore, stands.

ROBERT
At | east m ssionaries shouldn't
read them There’s deep doctrine
in there. 1’ve heard of sone
m ssionaries who've lost their
testinonies fromreading the
Di scour ses.

PAUL
Did you know that there are over
twenty different tines, over as
many years, that Brigham Young
taught the Adam God theory?

ROBERT
That’ s open to interpretation.

PAUL
There are accounts in journals
relating to Orson Pratt, who
didn't believe the doctrine,
arguing wi th Brigham Young, who
di d.
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ROBERT
Then if the books contain fal se
doctrines, why did you read thenf

PAUL
(shrugs)
They were interesting.

ROBERT
| don’t deny that there are nany
great truths in the Journal of
D scourses. But the nodern
prophets have said that belief in

Adam as our God is a fal se belief.

Why Bri gham Young taught it, or

if he taught it as we understand

the doctrine, | don't know.
(beat)

Anyway, this is not the tine or

place to get into this kind of

di scussion -- if, indeed, there

ever is atine or place. You're

hone safe and we’'re very gl ad.
(beat)

How was the flight over?

PAUL
Long. The food was good, but not
as good as you hone cooking. By
they way, Mom what’s for dinner
toni ght ?

ALl CE
You haven’t changed a bit, have
you? Well, why don’t you try and
guess. What kind of neal would I
make on such a special day?

PAUL

Hm -- let’s see. Fried chicken?
ALl CE

That’s right.
PAUL

And for dessert, German chocol ate
cake!

ALl CE
You guessed it.

PAUL
Do we have to wait for everyone
to get here?

35.



MATTERS OF THE HEART / DUNCAN

36.

They all start to go to the kitchen, led by Alice. Pau

renmenber s sonet hi ng.

PAUL
| al nost forgot.

He starts rummaging in through one of the suitcases.

PAUL
There was sonet hing el se I want
to show you in ny suitcase, and
Mom you side-tracked ne.

He pulls out sonething wapped in paper, holds it out
him as he now | eads his nother and father into -

THE KI TCHEN
As Paul puts the small package on the counter:

PAUL
Therefore, | cannot be held
responsi bl e for any danage to
your ol factory nerves!

He unwr aps:

PAUL
Ta- TAH  French cheese.

He acts the part of a French m ssionary.

PAUL
Bonj our, Madane. Et que voul ez-
vous auj ourd-hui? Du fromage?
Eh, bien, nous avons du
canenbert, et du gruykre, et un
peu de babybel. Do you know
there are over 350 kinds of
cheeses in France? Think about
that. One kind for every nenber
of the M Tab.

Alice reacts to the snell of the canenbert.

PAUL
Now do you see why | didn’'t want
to send these along in the trunk?
That took a nonth and a half to
get here. Anyway, Mom add this
to the dinner menu tonight.

ALl CE
| will on one condition.

bef ore
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I NT. GROCERY STORE

Paul holds a shopping cart full of stuff while Robert
funbl es through a row of boxes on a shelf.

Wi | e Robert | ooks for what they cane for, Paul is stuffing
things in the shopping cart fromboth sides of the aisle.

ROBERT
Arm & Hamrer, was it?

PAUL
Baki ng soda.

ROBERT

Ah, here it is.

He | ooks up, sees the full cart, |ooks at Paul, who | ooks
away W th nock innocence.

| NT. CAR TRUNK
At first, it’s dark. A CLICKI sound then the trunk lid

opens. Paul and Robert start filling it with bags of
goodi es fromthe shopping cart.
ROBERT
You' re | ooki ng good, Son.
PAUL
Thanks. So are you.
ROBERT
No, | mean it. So many young nen

cone honme fromtheir m ssions al
fat and out of shape.

PAUL
Vell, | exercised every day.
Didn’'t eat too many French
pastries. Com ng back a year
early helped a lot, too, | guess.

Paul has put the last bag in the trunk and slans the |id.
I NT. CAR

Paul drives while Robert tries very hard not to tell Paul
how to drive.
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ROBERT
Judging by that little
I nper sonati on you did back at the
house, you seemto have picked up
the lingo pretty well.

PAUL

Yeah. Wouldn't that surprise
Ms. Holt? She thought I’d never
| earn French

(beat)
Dad, when you were on a ni ssion,
did they ever play pranks on new
m ssi onari es?

ROBERT
Oh, yes, | suppose --

PAUL
| bet they were never like the
ones we pulled. This one
happened to ny first conpani on
when he was a greenie. His first
senior conmp had this whole thing
pre-arranged with one of the
sisters in the |ocal branch.
Anyway, when the greenie arrives
at the train station, this sister
conmes up, dressed |like a hooker?
Anyway, she nmakes a pass at the
greeni e, who, of course, refuses.
Then she nmakes a pass at the
senior conp. Well, he | ooks at
the greenie, says, "I'Il nmeet you
back at the apartnment,” and wal ks
off with the girl.

Robert is stunned, not finding this funny at all

ROBERT
Uh, well... think of the stories
you' |l get to share with the
ot her returned m ssionaries at BYU.

PAUL
(beat)
Dad, about BYU... |I'mnot sure |
want to go there. | know I
shoul d have told you earlier --

ROBERT
Way?  Bri gham Young has al ways
been our school. For three
generations --
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PAUL
[’mjust not sure if that’s where
| want to go --

ROBERT
Where else is there?

PAUL
Lots of places. The U of U.
There are sone good schools in

California --
ROBERT
(bl aspheny!)
Californial

(in control)
But BYUis all you ever talked
about before your m ssion.

PAUL
A |l ot has happened in a year.
|’ ve change nmy mi nd about a | ot

of things.
ROBERT
Sorry.
(new tactic)
But... uh... now that your
m ssion is over, you'll be

wanting to get married. Wat
better place to find a wife than
anong the choi ce daughters of Zion

Paul says not hi ng.

ROBERT
You don’t want to get married?

PAUL
Yes! But not right away. I... |
want to think about it first.

ROBERT
That’ s reasonabl e. Comrendabl e.
Marriage is inportant. You
shoul dn’t rush into it.
(beat)
Just don’t wait too |ong.

PAUL
| don’t know how long it’ Il take.
| want to be sure.
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ROBERT
| mean... there are certain...
urges in a young man... that are
very powerful ...

PAUL
You nean, "it’'s better to marry
than to burn.™

ROBERT
Your nanesake couldn’'t have said
it better.

PAUL

If and when | do marry, it won't
be to legitimze ny |ust.

ROBERT
| wasn’t saying --
PAUL
| know. | just want ny brains

and ny heart to play a role in
the marri age deci sion.

ROBERT
And it should. Most definitely
it should. | couldn’t agree
nor e.
(beat)
So BYU is out of the picture?

PAUL
Not totally...

ROBERT
Do you know what kind of people
t hey have down there in California?

PAUL
| certainly do. One of
conpani ons was fromL.A  The
nost spiritual Elder | ever net --

ROBERT
I’ mnot tal king about the
California Saints, though sone of
themtend to be a bit |iberal.
But the other people --

PAUL
What about the "other" people?

40.
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ROBERT
They're... we’'ll, they just
don't... uh... look at life the
sanme way we do.

PAUL
Not many peopl e do.

ROBERT
Their standards aren’t as high as
ours --

PAUL
And | mght be corrupted, is that
what you're --

ROBERT
No, of course not. You're
stronger than that. | know that.
But Satan’s influence is
power ful --

PAUL
Since when is BYU a paragon of
virtue?

ROBERT
Granted, BYU has problens... I|ike
everywhere el se. But they’ re not
as W despread. It’s a safer
environnment, that’s all |’ m saying.

PAUL

Have you ever thought that I
m ght be a good influence to
t hese "corrupted” Californians?

ROBERT

| wouldn’t be surprised. You ve
al ways had great |eadership
skills. But it’s not wise to
play with fire.

(beat)
| just think you shoul d
reconsi der BYU.

PAUL
Il will. | told you, | haven't
deci ded for sure yet.
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I NT. PAUL’ S BEDROOM

Alice is just finishing putting away all of Paul’s clothes,
cl oses the last suitcase and puts in the closet with the
ot hers.

Bef ore | eavi ng, she takes one nore | ook around the room
noti ces sone pictures on his dresser.

PI CTURES OF PAUL - as a young boy, with his parents as a
young boy, with his parents and brothers at his high schoo
gr aduat i on.

She | ooks at the wall: banners, pictures of all the girls

he’s taken to pronms over the years, of hinself and sone of
his friends goofing off at the beach.

TROPHI ES - from sports, his Eagle Scout.

H S SCRIPTURES - In a zipped | eather case. She hesitates,
then gives in to her tenptation, unzips the case, opens the
Tri pl e Combi nati on.

She thunbs through it. Nearly ever page is covered with red
shadi ng, notes witten in the margin. The SOUND of the car
driving up pulls her attention away. She | eaves.

| NT. ENTRYWAY

The door opens and Paul cones in. Alice conmes in fromthe
hal | .

ALl CE
How was your drive?

Paul starts down the hall

PAUL
I"'ma little tired. Jet lag, |
guess. |I'd like to lie down for
awhi | e.

ALl CE

Have a nice nap

PAUL
Thanks, Mom the sandw ches were
great. Rat-hair baloney and all.

Paul ki sses her on the forehead. That isn’t enough for
her -- she pulls himinto a hug.

ALl CE
I want ny Paul Hug.
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He hugs her, then goes to his room

Al'i ce wat ches hi mgo, notices that
goes out the front door.

I NT. BAINES CAR

Bai nes sits in the passenger seat,

Robert is not with him

punchi ng buttons on the

radi o, cycling through a half dozen stations.

43.

The driver’s side door opens and Alice sits behind the wheel.

Robert tries a couple nore stations, then punches the off
button. He leans his head back agai nst the head-rest,

cl oses his eyes.

ROBERT
Somet hi ng happened to

himwhile

he was out there, Mther, to
change his mnd about things. A
young nman doesn’t go on a m ssion
with the bright hope of the
Gospel in his eyes and one year

| ater ask to be released -- for
no reason. Maybe it’s that

nane...?

girl -- what was her
ALl CE
Dom ni que.
ROBERT
Maybe he’s gone and fallen in |ove.
ALl CE
Way didn’t he bring her back hone
with hinf
ROBERT
Maybe he will.
ALl CE

It sounded to ne |ike

he didn't

know what to do in that departnent.

ROBERT
You' re probably right.

|’ mj ust

grasping at straws. Wy doesn’t

he tell us, Mther?

ALl CE
In his own due tine, |
will.

"m sure he
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ROBERT
He must know how all this is
af fecting us.
(beat)
Maybe that’s what he’s trying to
do. Sone strange transference of
guilt.

ALl CE
Bob, you're not thinking -- ?

ROBERT
|’ ve seen sone troubled
m ssi onari es do sone strand
things, Alice. For obvious
reasons, we don’t talk about it
but we’ve had problens with sone
m ssionaries. This one
m ssionary in the East Stake --

ALl CE

Bob, | don’'t want to --
ROBERT

No, no. |I'mnot going to tel

you his nane. But sone

m ssionaries wal ked into cl ass
one norning in the MIC and found
the chal ked outline of man’s body
on the floor, with a knife
severing the heart. The

m ssionary who drew that is in

t her apy now.

ALl CE
How sad.

ROBERT
There’s no denying that the
extrene discipline of mssionary
work can take its toll on certain
types of individuals. But Paul
is not that type. He has four
brot hers who told himwhat the
mssion field was |ike. He went
on that two-week m ssion when he
was a priest. He got straight
A's in Seminary. He was nore
prepared than any m ssionary |
know. So why?
(beat)

s the influence of the world,
t’s what it is.

( MORE)

It
t ha
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ROBERT ( CONT’ D)
Thi ngs were so nuch sinpl er when
we were younger. W were nore
sheltered. The ways of the world
were unknown to us. Everything
was | aid out before you in nice,

neat little packages. |If you
were a boy, you went on a mission.
There was no deciding to do. It
was expected. If you were a

girl, you grew up to be a nother
It never ever occurred to young
LDS wonen of our day to pursue a
career. Everyone was in his
rightful place.

ALl CE
Concessi ons have had to be nmade.

ROBERT
| know. But how are we ever
going to be a Zion people if we
make concessions all the tine?

ALl CE
They stopped pol ygany. Wasn’'t
that a concession?

ROBERT
That was a conmandnment of God on
whi ch depended the future of the
Chur ch

AL| CE
So maybe these... nodern
concessions are for the sane
reason. After all, Bob, whether

we like it or not, this is the
world we’'re living in.

ROBERT
But we don’t have to be of the
world as nuch as we are.

ALl CE
Isn’t it true that many of these
concessions were directed by the
Prophet s?

ROBERT
Yes, but what caused the changes?
That’ s the key factor.

( MORE)

45.
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ROBERT ( CONT’ D)
The weakness, the vanity of the
people. God give us what we ask
for -- either to our exaltation
or our dammati on.

ALl CE
All 1 knowis that if Paul is
doing anything wong -- if he’'s
maki ng any kind of m stake --
he' || eventually come to see

that. He'll be all right.

ROBERT
| certainly hope so, Mot her.

I NT. HALL OUTSI DE PAUL’ S ROOM

Through the openi ng between the door and the door janb, Pau
can be seen asleep. Alice closes the door gently, and noves
back down the hall toward the living room

| NT. PARLOR
The glass figurine Paul gave Alice sits on the coffee table.
Alice reaches down, picks it up

Robert sits in a chair, thunbing through the journal Pau
gave him

AL| CE
This is so delicate. |’ m al nost
afraid to touch it. Wsn't it
sweet of Paul ? These gifts?

ROBERT
(absent - m nded)
It certainly was.

ALl CE
He' s al ways been very thoughtf ul
about things like this.

ROBERT
(ditto)
Yes, he has.

ALl CE
"1l never forget that time he
brought hone that handful of
weeds and presented themto ne as
a bouquet of flowers.
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ROBERT
You put themin a vase and we had
to | ook at those dreadful things
all through dinner.

ALl CE
The ot her boys made fun of them
and you told themto be quiet.

ROBERT
Vel l, he was so proud of them
As if they were the nost
artistically designed bouquet in
the whole world. | couldn't
stand to see hi m di sappoi nt ed.

Robert | ooks at the journal in his hands.

ROBERT
He nust have done sonething on
his m ssion to be proud of if he
went to all this trouble of
having his journal typed up.

ALl CE
| think it shows a | ot of respect
for you as his father. He may be
too enbarrassed to tell you how
he feels, but he’s certainly
capabl e of showing it.

Robert hasn’t been listening to these |ast few sentences
because he's been reading in the journal. Now, he sets it
asi de, though open, stands up and noves away, overcone wth
enotion. Alice watches himgo out the back door to stand on
t he patio.

She picks up the journal and starts to read.

PAUL (V.Q)
Got ny copy of the Stake
Newsl| etter today. Read Dad s
talk. It really blew ne away.
He said sonmething in the there
that I have a lot of difficulty
believing. He was tal king about
young nen goi ng on m ssions and
said, 'To any of you prospective
m ssi onari es who m ght be
consi deri ng whet her you should go
on a mssion or not, | address
t hese words: "My young brethren,
you have no choice. The Prophet
has called you. You nust go."

47.
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She | owers the book, goes out to join Robert on -
THE PATI O
Robert stands there, | ooking out over his back yard.

Behind him Alice cones out the sliding glass door, enbraces
hi m from behi nd, her hands around his stomach.

ROBERT
My son thinks | forced himto go
on a m ssion.

ALl CE
Wl l, you have to admit, those
were strong words.

ROBERT
But they're true. The Prophet
said it’s every young man’s duty
to go on a mssion. That’s
pretty explicit |anguage. Wen
t he Prophet speaks, the thinking

i s done.
ALl CE
Still there are ways to make t hat
nessage a little nore pal at abl e.
ROBERT
Al right, maybe I cane on a
little bit strong.
ALl CE
Just "a bit?"
ROBERT
Al right, "alot.” But I was
straight and to the point. You
have to admt that. | was

straight and to the point.

ALl CE
So’s an ice pick.
ROBERT
What are you sayi ng?
ALl CE
|’msaying that this Church is
filled with mllions of

i ndi vi dual s.
( MORE)
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ALI CE (CONT’ D)
Wth mllions of different ways
of | ooking at the Gospel. And
your son is one of those
I ndi vi dual s.

ROBERT
But isn’t the purpose of the
Gospel, to turn those individuals
into one heart and soul ?

ALl CE
Sonme are a little harder than
ot hers.

ROBERT
Why does Paul have to be one of
then? The ot her boys were never
like that. And Paul never was
either. Until his m ssion.

ALl CE
Do you renenber, you told ne once
that Paul was your favorite?

ROBERT
Yes, yes.

AL| CE

Coul d that have been because he
was so different fromthe others?
Don't we all tend to stand behi nd
a file | eader who's distinctive?
Look at Joseph Smith. No nore

i ndi vidualistic a man coul d be
found in his tine. He couldn’'t
fit into a nold. Brigham Young
was another one. |f that’'s the
reason you | ove Paul so nmuch --
because he is so different, then
making himfit into a nold would

| essen your love... wouldn't it?
ROBERT

| don’t know. | don’'t know

anyt hi ng anynore. | thought I

under stood Paul but | don’'t.

Maybe | never did. | do know one

thing: he doesn’t understand ne
if thinks I coerced himto go on

a mssion. | encouraged him
Maybe my | anguage was a little --
very harsh -- but..

( MORE)

49.
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ROBERT ( CONT’ D)

| haven’'t been a Stake President
very long. | haven’t learned the
fi nesse of sonme of the other
brethren. Maybe | was over

ent husiastic, but it’s only
because I so want Paul to do the
right thing. | so want himto be

happy.

ALl CE
Even i f what nakes hi m happy
differs fromwhat you expect?
Bob, all things considered, he is
our son.

ROBERT

When | was called to nmy first
position of |eadership President
Janmeson pulled a piece of string
out of his pocket and laid it on
t he desk between us. "Brother
Bai nes,” he said, "I want you to
push that piece of string across
the desk to me and keep it
perfectly straight. | tried and,
of course, it just crunpled up
under the pressure. "Now try and
pull it formthe front and keep
It straight.” That was nuch
easier. "As you lead the brethren
in your quorum"™ he told ne,
"don’t stand behind them and
push. Stand in front and gently,
ever so gently, pull themtoward
you. "

(beat)
|’ve tried to do that all ny
life. 1’ve never forced anyone to
obey the gospel. Were does Paul
get the idea that | have?
Mot her, I’mtrying to understand
him Believe nme, I'’mtrying.

ALl CE

| know you are, dear. And,
renmenber, the nost inportant
thing you can do is let Paul tel
you why he cane hone.

(ki sses him
| need to clean up the lunch
t hi ngs.

50.
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Al'ice | ooks at Robert, sees sonething in his face, an

i ndication that he wasn’t listening to her, that he has

deci ded what he need to do and there’s nothing she can do to
stop him

But she nust try. As he heads towards the house.

ALl CE
Robert, don’t --

| NT. PAUL’ S BEDROOM

Paul , lying fully clothed on top of his bed, conmes awake at
Alice’s line. He sits up, listening. He can hear voices
but not what the voices are saying.

He gets up, | eaves the room into -

THE HALLWAY

The voi ces becone nore distinct.

Just before the end of the hallway, Paul hears sonebody
punchi ng buttons on the kitchen phone.

He turns the corner, cones into -

THE Kl TCHEN
Robert has his back to Paul. Alice is |ooking away, her
head i n her hand.
ROBERT

Hell o, this is President Baines.

El der Paul Baines’ father. |Is

Presi dent Andrews in?

(beat)
Vell, then, could you |l eave hima

nessage to call nme --

Alice has now turned, sees Paul over Robert’s shoul der,
reacts.

Robert sees Alice’s reaction, |ooks over his shoul der. Beat.
He hangs up. Paul and his father face off. Paul nobves toward
the front door. Alice goes after himbut stops, |ets himgo.
Robert stands hel pl ess, |ooking at his departing son.

EXT. PAUL WALKI NG ( VARI QUS)

Paul , his hands stuffed into his pockets, head down, wal ks
swiftly down the sidewal k, past a couple of houses.
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He crosses a street, so lost in thought, he practically gets
run over by a car but junps aside at the |ast mnute.

He’s in a park, now, wal king along. People wal ki ng past
hi m Behi nd him people having picnics.

A SWNG SET - where a FATHER and SON play. The father
pushes the son on a swing while -

PAUL - sits on a nearby bench and watches.
EXT. BAI NES HOVE

Robert stands on the sidewal k, |ooking down the street in
the direction Paul went.

He turns and wal ks back up the wal k.
| NT. PARLOR

Robert wal ks over to Alice, who sits, |ooking away. She
hol ds a handkerchi ef. She’s been crying.

Robert sits.

ROBERT
He' s been going through a
rebel li ous stage, that’s all
He’'s been trained well. He'll
cool off then conme back and
apol ogi ze. After a few days
he' || probably ask to finish out
hi s m ssion.

ALl CE
"He's been trained well." You
make hi msound |ike a circus
ani nal .

ROBERT

| was just paraphrasing

scripture: "Train up a child in
the path to follow, and he w ||
not depart therefrom™

ALl CE
Kelly Thorenson did. He had good
parents.

ROBERT

That’s an isol ated case --
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ALI CE
Lehi had two sons who never cane
back.

ROBERT
Yes. ..

ALI CE

El ohi m had a rebel li ous son.

ROBERT
Alice, are you siding with him
and his radical ideas?

ALl CE
What’'s so radi cal about a son
wanting his father to | ove hinf

ROBERT
My love for himis not the issue
here. He obviously feels he’'s
been coerced into going on his
m ssi on.

ALl CE
Hasn't he?

ROBERT
You sound as though you're
condoni ng his actions.

ALl CE
|’ m not condoni ng anyt hi ng.
just think I know how he feels.

ROBERT
What do you nmean?

ALl CE
Robert, it’s... very difficult
living in the shadow of a great

man.
ROBERT
(sl ow, pained)
You, too?
ALl CE

Don’t think I don’t support you --

ROBERT
| can’t very well ask to be
rel eased sinply because ny famly
finds it difficult tolive with me.
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ALl CE
And |’ m not asking you to.

ROBERT
| know. | know. This thing with
Paul has ne so upset, | don’t

know what |’ m sayi ng anynore...

ALl CE
W' Il figure out Paul together.

ROBERT

That’s really the only way, isn't
it?

ALl CE
You shoul d have let Paul tell you
at his conveni ence.

ROBERT
So you' re saying | nmade my own
son | eave this house?

ALl CE
Don’t be so hard on yourself.
I’msure |’mpart of the problem
t 0o.

ROBERT
You -- ?

ALl CE
And his brothers. W’re all a
famly. W’re all responsible to
sone degree for whatever’s
happening to Paul. He's zeroed
in on you because you' re the nost
vi si bl e.

ROBERT
Alice, | don't want to lose him
| love him

ALl CE

Then when he cones back, why
don’t you tell hinf

ROBERT
He knows | | ove him

ALl CE
Does he?

54.
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ROBERT
It should be quite evident, |
woul d think, after all these

years. |’ve told himmny tinmes
before. [|’ve spent quality tine
with him [|’ve had personal

priesthood interviews with him
W’ ve played handbal | together.
Exactly what |’ ve done with al

t he ot her boys.

ALl CE
But Paul isn't |like the other
boys. W’ve already established
that. He needs to be treated
differently. You need to let him
be hinself, right or wong.

ROBERT
He’'s only twenty years old, and
obvi ously is not capabl e of
maki ng correct choices.

ALl CE
Paul isn’'t some hardened crimna
you're letting | oose on society.
He’s a highly intelligent,
spiritual young nman who’ s goi ng
t hrough sone real enotiona
probl ems right now.

ROBERT
Wy do | feel like it’s you and
hi m versus the nmean ogre of a dad?

ALl CE
I’mnot taking sides. | can’t
take sides where matters of the
heart are concerned. | |ove you
both. | want you both to be
happy, but each in your own way.
And you' re not a nean ogre. A
little stubborn around the edges,
maybe. . .

ROBERT
(beat)

You know what 1'd |ike, Alice?
It’s strange, because | haven't
t hought of this for many years --
at | east not since ny mssion. |
wi sh that... somehow. .

( MORE)
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ROBERT ( CONT’ D)
| could just take everything
that’s in ny heart and soul,
everything I know and feel about
this glorious Church and transfer
it wholesale into Paul. |[If he
could only see the great vision
of this work as | do there' s be
no problem no conflict between us.

ALl CE
And no grow h.

ROBERT
(slight |augh)
"Ch, that | were an angel,"” said
Alma, who |ater realized he had
sinned in his desire.

THE GARDEN

The sickly azal ea stands al one.

A HAND r eaches down, caresses a |eaf, then another. The
hand reaches down, snoothes the dirt around the base of the
pl ant .

| NT. DI NI NG ROOM

Robert stands | ooking out the plate glass w ndow.

I N THE GARDEN

Paul kneel s, |ooking down at the azal ea bush. W hear his
father behind him Beat.

PAUL
... | just had to wal k around
for alittle while.

ROBERT
That’s all right.

Paul st ands.

PAUL
What was it you said about
pl anting an azal ea bush? "I knew

that as it matured in ny garden
that you would be maturing in
anot her field."

ROBERT
Paul , you don’t --
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PAUL
| want to apol ogize to you and
Mom from unl oadi ng on you. Wen
| saw you on the tel ephone to

President --

ROBERT
Son, I'’msorry about that. |
shoul d have waited and | et you
tell ne.

PAUL
This whole thing -- ny comng
hone early -- nust have been a

great shock to you
Robert puts his arm around Paul as they nove toward the house.

ROBERT
It did concern us sonewhat.

PAUL
Dad, you always were one with the
under st atement when it cane to
expressing yourself. Admt it:
ny com ng hone early blew you away.

ROBERT
Vell, | wouldn't say it in those
wor ds - -
PAUL
Cone on, now.
ROBERT
Al right. "It blew nme away."

They enter the house, specifically:
THE DI NI NG ROOM

PAUL
Did you cry, Dad?

ROBERT
... suppose..

PAUL
Did you?

ROBERT
| was di sappoi nted, and... uh...
yes, | did cry a bit.
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Alice cones into the room hugs Paul

ALl CE
| know | did.

ROBERT
You’ ve | ost your testinony,
haven't you?

PAUL
If I lost anything, it was the
testi mony of nyself. \Wen |
first got out -- full of
m ssionary zeal, determined to
convert the world. 1’d always

been taught that the Gospel was
the only true path to happi ness.
But the longer | was over in
France, the nore French people I
met who were content, absolutely
content in their way of life. |
even taught a nman once who told
nme that the Holy Ghost had told
hi m his church was true.

ROBERT
There are nmany sincere del uded
people in the world. But when
presented with the truth through
the Holy Chost, they can be
converted they begin to exercise
their free agency, to think for
t hensel ves.

PAUL
Unl ess you' re a young nan goi ng
on a m ssion.

ROBERT
That’s different. That’'s a
direct call fromthe Prophet.

PAUL
Is it? The Prophet individually
calls ever mssionary?

ROBERT
| don't claimto understand how
i nspiration works in every
si tuation.

( MORE)
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ROBERT ( CONT’ D)
But 1’ ve heard many young nen
bare testinony that, as far their
personal growth was concerned,
their m ssion canme at just the
right time, or they were sent to
just the right place --

PAUL
| don’t doubt that. | just know
it didn’t happen to ne. | felt
good about my decision to cone
hone, that’s all | can say.

ROBERT
Maybe you shoul d have given your
m ssion nore of a chance.

PAUL
That’ s your solution to
everything, isn't it? Watever’s
wong with the world, the Gospe
can fix.

ROBERT
No one’s ever clained the Gospel
was a magi c curative. People
have to use it correctly.

PAUL
And how do they do that, if not
by using their Free Agency?

ROBERT
You're right --

PAUL
So do you see the dilemm? On
t he one hand, the Church tells
people to follow the Prophet: "He
will not allow you to be |ed
astray.” On the other hand,
we're told to use our Free
Agency, to let the Spirit tell us
what to do.

ROBERT
What do you think your Free
Agency is, if not the freedomto
foll ow the Prophet?

59.
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PAUL
(anot her approach)
Dad, why was the War in Heaven
f ought ?

ROBERT
You know t he answer to that.

PAUL

It wasn’t just because Lucifer
wanted the glory of God, but
because he wanted to FORCE PEOPLE
TO BE GOOD!' | think sometines we
get the inpression that Lucifer’s
plan was to make us do horrible
t hi ngs against our will. But
that wasn’'t it at all. He wanted
to make us pay tithing. He
wanted to make us go on m ssions,
whet her we wanted to or not!

(beat, softer)
Can’t you see that, even if it’s
for a good reason, no man shoul d
force anot her?

ROBERT
Nei ther 1, nor anyone el se,
forced you to go on a m ssion!

PAUL
There are nore subtle ways, nore
sure ways to force people. Peer
pressure: "All ny friends are
going on mssions. | guess |
should go;" intimdation: "My
young brethren, you have no

choice!™ Dad, |I'’mnot saying
t hat guys shouldn’t go on
m ssions. They should. [If they
want to.
ROBERT

You' re beginning to sound |ike
one of those Mdirnon intell ectual s
who - -

PAUL
"The glory of God is intelligence.”

ROBERT
A questioning mind is a faithless
mn
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PAUL
"Let us reason together." Have
you heard that passage before?
Wth what do you reason if not
your mnd, your intellect?

ROBERT
Your intellect tenpered with the
Spirit. And when your reasoning
di sagrees with the reveal ed word
of God, then your reasoning is
faulty.

PAUL
The what do you do if "the
reveal ed word of God" differs
with other "reveal ed words of God?"

ROBERT
Now you’ re tal ki ng nonsense.

PAUL
Am |1 ? Brigham Young said, on
many occasi ons, "You cannot get
to the highest degree of heaven
if you only have one wife." But
today, if you marry anot her
wonan, you' re ex ed. Two
dianetrically opposed statenents.
Which one’s right?

ROBERT
They both are.

PAUL
Now you’ re tal ki ng nonsense.

ROBERT
Bri gham Young’ s stat enment was
true for his tine.

PAUL
But isn’t God an unchangi ng god,
the "sane yesterday, today, or
forever.” Wiy two different
doctrines a hundred years apart?

ROBERT
It’s the sane doctrine -- the
sanme principal -- just the way of

practicing it differs.
Princi pal s never change.
Practices do.

61.
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PAUL
Maybe. But do the Saints know
that? You should hear some of
the incredible | engths people go
to to nake it | ook |ike Tithing,
the Wrd of Wsdom and Sunday
School have al ways exi st ed.

ROBERT
You can say what you |ike, but
the Church is true and the
Prophet will never |ead us astray.
That’s all that matters to ne.
That’s ny iron rod.

PAUL
Then if the Prophet can do no
wrong --

ROBERT

| didn’t say that. No one is
perfect. But God would not allow
himto teach fal se doctri ne.

PAUL
Then why does the Doctrine and
Covenants provide for a court to
try the Prophet? |If he could
never | ead us astray, there would
be no need for a court. Look at
t he Book of Mrnon --

ROBERT
Mot her, are you noticing? First
he bl asphenmes the Prophet. Now
it’s the Scriptures.

PAUL
|f the Book of Mornmobn is without
flaw, if there can be no m st ake
init --

ROBERT
There have been typographical --

PAUL
Then why did Joseph Smith call in
the "nost correct book?" Wy
does it say on the title page,
"If there be m stakes, they are
the m stakes of men." |If
prophets can’t nake m st akes,
t hen why the disclainmer?
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ROBERT
So you’' re saying the Prophet is
just |ike any other nen?

PAUL
No, I’"’mnot! He’'s a very
i nspi red hunman bei ng, who's very
opinion | highly praise. But I
nmust reserve the right to decide
for nyself on his or anybody
el se’s teaching. If | can’'t have
that right, then Free Agency is a
j oke. Then the War in Heaven
never happened.

(beat)
Do you think I like what’s
happened to nme? Sure, | felt

good about com ng hone but |
didn’t feel good about what it
woul d do to you -- what you would
think of nme --

(Alice tries to intervene)

Mot her, | know how he feels. And
t hough I know that, in ny
particular case -- as far as |I’'m
concerned -- |’ve done the right

thing by coming honme, it causes

me no pleasure to know that 1’ ve
been a di sappoi ntnment to both of
you.

ALl CE
Paul --

PAUL

There’s no use denying it, Mother!
You know as well as | do that, in
this society, a mssionary who
cones hone early is just one step
above a divorced worman in the

hi erarchy of "People Wth Wiom It
s Not Wse To Associate.” Do
you think I ook forward to that
stereotype the rest of ny life?

ALl CE
Paul , no true Latter-day Saint
woul d feel that way --

PAUL
I’ m not condemi ng the Church.
It’s just a few individuals.

( MORE)
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PAUL ( CONT' D)
But many of those individuals are
i n | eadership positions and
they’re influencing others to the
sane cl ose-m nded ki nd of thinking.

ROBERT

Al'l right, you ve said your piece.
Now | et me give you ny
| npressi ons of your experience.
But first, I want you to know
that this cones fromthe
i nnernost depths of ny |ove for
you. And | hope your perceive it
t hat way.

(beat)
You know perfectly well that
there are many |ying and
deceiving spirits in the world
today. And that, in the |ast
days, they will deceive and | ead
astray even the very el ect.

PAUL
Yes, but --

ROBERT
Pl ease, Paul, |et ne continue.
You said you felt good about your
decision to cone hone. Isn't is

just possible, isn't there just
the slightest chance that what
you felt was a clever imtation?

PAUL
What is this? You think I'm
possessed or sonet hi ng?

ALl CE
Dear, what are you trying to say?
ROBERT
Isn’t that possible?
PAUL
No.
ROBERT
Have you ever simlar "good
feelings?"
PAUL

No. .
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This drops i

ROBERT
Then you have nothing to conpare
this to, do you?

PAUL
Well, no...

ROBERT
Then it could have been a Satanic
imtation, couldn't it have?

ALl CE
(shocked)
Bob!

PAUL
| know what | felt!

ROBERT
But with nothing to conpare it
to, you have no way of know ng
for sure that you received a
mani festation from God or from
sone ot her source, do you?

PAUL
| never said it came fromGod in
the first place. | just know
that | felt good afterwards.

ROBERT

Son, the devil and his angels
swing into high gear with
m ssionaries and those in other
positions of authority. They
pull out all the stops and wil|
do anything they can to
di scourage the servants of the
Lord.

(beat)
I know.

(beat)
Because it happened to ne.

ke a lead balloon in the room

ROBERT
It was just after | got ny cal
to the Stake Presidency. Do you
remenber the day it happened,
Mot her ?

ALl CE
I’11 never forget it.

65.
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ROBERT
When we got back fromthe
interview, we just sat around the
house for the | ongest while, not
sayi ng anything. | suppose |
must have | ooked mi serabl e
because your nother asked ne,

"Who died?" "Me," | said.
old self has died. 1’Il never be
the sane again.” Soon, thoughts

started running through ny head,
t houghts such as: "Wo do you
think your are, Robert Bai nes?
You, a Stake President? Ha!" |
began to doubt, thinking of all
the things | still had to do, of
the change in nmy status in the
eyes of ny neighbors and friends.
|, Robert M Baines, would soon
have the responsibility of
speaking in the name of Jesus
Christ to the entire stake, "as
if frommne own nouth,” the
Scripture says. | felt woefully
i nadequate. | went so far as to
actually pick up the phone to
tell themI| couldn’'t do it. But
| hung up, got down on ny
knees --

(whi ch he does now)
-- right there in nmy office, and
prayed until the horrible feeling
was replaced by an overwhel m ng
feeling of peace -- true peace.
Not transitory peace. Not false
peace. But the kind of peach
that can only come from Chri st.

(1 ooks at Paul)
Kneel with ne, Paul.

(Paul stands)
Alice, kneel with me and Paul and
let’s pray -- let’s each of us
pray that the veil m ght be
lifted fromyour eyes, that you
m ght see the error of your way.
Paul , kneel with me. Alice.

(Al'i ce kneel s)
Cone on, Paul.

PAUL
No.

ROBERT
Then Mother and | will pray.
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Robert takes Alice’ s hand. She | ooks at Paul, begging him
with her eyes to join them he doesn’t. She then bows her
head as Robert starts praying.

ROBERT
Qur Father in Heaven, we hunbly
kneel before thee at this tine...

PAUL
What are you trying to do?

ROBERT
(goi ng on)
... Wth a desire in our hearts
that thou shalt shed thy Spirit

upon this household -- that our
son, Paul, whom we both |ove nore
than life itself -- may see the

error of his ways, that he may
repent of his weak faith...

PAUL
Pl ease, stop..

ROBERT
... and recommt hinself to the
hi gh and holy calling which is
his, of proclaimng Thy word to
the inhabitants of this nortal
sphere. ..

PAUL
Dad, pl ease..

ROBERT
Let himonce again feel Thy |ove
for him that whatever evil
i nfl uence hath overtaken hi m may
be purged fromhis soul forever

PAUL
| know what you're trying to do!

ROBERT
That he may return to ful
wort hiness in thy Church and
Ki ngdom - -

PAUL
WLL YOU SHUT uP, DAMM T!

Silence. Alice breaks into tears, gets up and noves away.
Robert stays on his knees.
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ROBERT
And forgive our son his sacril ege.
In the name of Jesus Christ. Anmen.

Robert stands, npbves to his son. Beat .

ROBERT
What has made your heart so hard?

PAUL
It’s not hard. How can it be...
when it’'s broken in two?

Paul , barely able to hold back his anger, strides across the
room and out the back door.

Alice casts a killer glance at Robert, who is not | ooking at
her. The phone rings once, twice before it is answered by
Alice.

ALI CE
Hel | 0?

She hol ds out the phone to Robert.

ROBERT

Hell o. Onh, Leonard. Thanks for
cal | i ng back.

(beat)
You think so? Al right, 1"l be
right dowmnm. No, no. That’s al
right. | wasn’t doi ng anyt hing
| mportant.

He hangs up the phone, goes to -
THE FRONT DOOR

to get his keys, turns to tell Alice where s he going,
thinks better of it, then turns to go out the front door.

He sees Paul’s journal sitting on the coffee table, picks it
up, then goes out the door.

EXT. GARDEN

Paul stands at the edge of the garden, |ooking away. SOUND
of garage door opening and car driving away.

Alice cones up to him then | ooks down, sees something on
the ground, picks it up.
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ALl CE
He left his trowel out here.
I[t’1l get rusty.

PAUL
| heard himl eave --

ALl CE
The man at the nursery call ed,
t hey spoke for a few mnutes...

Paul | ooks at the azal ea bush.

PAUL
Maybe it needs nore water.

ALl CE
He waters it every day.

PAUL
Maybe it gets too nmuch

ALl CE
Did you know there’s a history
behi nd each of these plants.

PAUL
He likes to tell us, doesn’t he?

She nopves down the row. Paul foll ows.

She stops at

AL| CE
Whenever sone mlestone is
reached in his life, he' Il plant
a shrub or a flower. This one is
when David was born. This was
when your father sold is first
i nsurance policy.

t he azal ea bush.

ALl CE

And you know what this one is for.

PAUL
It’s the only bush that’s dying.
Isn’t that interesting?

ALl CE
Your father is happiest when he’s
out here in the garden. He says
it gives himtime to think about
t hi ngs.

69.
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PAUL
| tried growing a little garden
in one of the places | lived.

guess | didn’t inherit his green
t hunb because not hi ng edi bl e cane

up.

ALl CE

| can’t seemto make anything
grow, either. | asked your
fat her about that once. "Alice,
it’s nore than just digging a
hol e and dropping in a seed.
You’ ve got to nurture these
plants. And that neans a | ot of
TLC." Tender Loving Care.
That’ s the difference, | guess.

(beat)
You know your father’s a
frustrated gardener.

PAUL
Yeah. ..

ALl CE
That’ s what he wanted to do when
we first got married, did you

know that? Open up his own nursery.

PAUL
Real | y? Then how did he ever get
i nto insurance?

ALl CE
That was because of ne. |
woul dn’t | et him becone a
gardener. It was our first...
di sagr eenent .

PAUL
What do you nean, you woul dn’t
you | et hinf

ALI CE
Security. | wanted the steady
i nconme -- not that insurance was
steadier, but it had nore
potential. | felt uneasy not

knowi ng where our next mneal was
com ng from

(beat)
"Security.” A word that’s
probably killed nore dreans than
anyt hi ng el se.

70.
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PAUL
How conme | never knew about this?

Al'ice | ooks up, suddenly realizing what she has done.

ALl CE
Ch, no...!
PAUL
Somet hi ng wr ong?
ALl CE
... uh... your father...
PAUL
Don't tell ne, | can guess. He
never wanted you to tell us.
(Al'i ce nods)

Wiy is that man so afraid of
anybody seei ng his weaknesses?

ALl CE
He believes that being an
exanple --

PAUL

It can drive you crazy, that’s
what being an exanpl e can do.
Never doi ng anyt hi ng because
you' re afraid someone’s | ooking
over your shoul der will

m sconstrue your actions, and
you' || be responsible for them
goi ng inactive or sonething.

ALl CE
As he often tells me: "Avoid the
appearance of evil."

PAUL
So Dad was afraid we'd figure he
was weak because he gave into his

wife?

ALl CE
He didn’t "give in." He agreed
with ne.

PAUL

| bet he wouldn’'t call it that.

71.



MATTERS OF THE HEART / DUNCAN

ALI CE

Maybe so. Your father’'s a

conpl ex man, Paul .

It’s not

easy

to point at any one thing and
say, "This is Robert Baines."

PAUL
(beat)
So, how s it been?

Thi s

"security" that Dad "agreed" to?

ALI CE

As far as |’ m concerned,
wonder f ul . |”ve been able to

feed and clothe five sons. He's
given nme a marvel ous house. For
me, it’s all | asked for.
PAUL
But for hinf
ALl CE
For hinf? | don’t know. Maybe
he’s gotten used to it.
PAUL
Maybe.
ALl CE
At | east | hope he has.
A beat. She cries softly. Paul takes her in his arnms.
PAUL
Hey, Momi What is it?
ALl CE
Not hi ng.
PAUL

Teenage girls cry over not hi

ALI CE

Paul , you don’t think -- ?
just suddenly occurred to ne that
maybe he never has gotten used to

it.
PAUL

Has he ever told you that?

ALI CE

No. And he never woul d.

keep it inside. He d never

ng.

It

He’ d

| et on.

72.
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PAUL
You know what | think? | think
you’' re upset over what’s
happeni ng between Dad and ne.

ALl CE
Should I not be? Two nmen whom |
| ove both trying to force their
di ffering philosophies on the
ot her.

PAUL
| wasn’'t --

Alice sends a |l ook to him

PAUL
Maybe | was.
(beat)
What do you think, Mon? | know
how Dad feels about ny com ng
hone early. He made that clear
enough. But what do you think?

ALl CE
You' re my son, whatever you do.

PAUL
You' re saying you | ove ne even
t hough | did the wong thing?

ALl CE
(beat)
Yes.
Paul noves away.

PAUL

| thought for sure you’ d understand.
ALl CE

| do understand. |’mnot sure

you do, though.

PAUL
It did get pretty heavy there for
a while, didn't it?

ALl CE
Paul, he was in the mddle of a
prayer. You shouldn’t have
Interrupted himin the m ddl e of
a prayer.
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PAUL
He wasn’t praying. He was
intimdating. | won't be
nti m dated any nore.

ALl CE
Paul , your father only --

PAUL
-- wants what’s good for ne.
But why is what he thinks good
for me different that what | think?

ALl CE
You interrupted nme. | was going
to say that he only wants so
desperately for you to nake the
ri ght choi ces.

PAUL
As he sees what’s right.

ALl CE
Wul d that be so wong? After
all, he had nmany years of

experience in the Church --

PAUL
VWhich only proves he’'s learned to
toe the party line.

ALl CE

Is there anything wong with that?
PAUL

Yeah. |If you' re doing it because

everybody el se is.

ALl CE
And you think that’s what your
father is doing?

PAUL
|’ mnot going to judge him

ALl CE
Al right, don’'t judge him Just
tell me. Do you think your
father is "toeing the party
line," as you call it, just
because everybody el se is?
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PAUL
No, of course not. | have no
doubt he’s absolutely sincere in
the way he feels.

ALI CE

But "wong,"” is that what you're
sayi ng?

PAUL
I’ mnot going to answer that.
Everyone’s entitled to his own
opi ni on.

ALl CE
Even if it’s a wong opinion?

PAUL
Who’'s wong? Wio's right?
That’ s what our whol e ar gunent
was about in the first place.

ALl CE
You nust have sonme opinion. Even
the nost |iberal -m nded Mornon
nmust have sone opi nion of what’s
ri ght and wong.

PAUL
| don’t want to say he’s wong...
... can’t say what | really think

ALl CE
Way can’t you?
PAUL
Because... because it’'ll sound

terribly conceited.

ALl CE
Maybe I won’'t see it that way.

PAUL
Have you heard of that passage in
the New Testanment: "As a child, |
t hought as a child. But now that
| ama man -- "

ALI CE
" -- 1 have put away childish
t hi ngs."
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PAUL
Well, when | used to have this
absol ute, unwavering faith, 1I...
| was like a child.

ALl CE
But now you’ ve nmat ured beyond that.
PAUL
VWll, not nmatured, really. Not
progressed, either. "Changed," |
guess is the only word.
ALl CE
There’ s another scripture you're
forgetting about. "Except ye be

as a little child, ye can in no
w se enter the kingdom of God."

PAUL
| can’t go back to the way | was.
| can’t just forget everything
|"ve learned. 1’ve tried.

ALl CE
Maybe you shoul d have told that
to your father. Maybe if he saw
how nmuch agony this is causing
you - -

PAUL
He wouldn’t listen. He only
gi ves Tender Loving Care to his
pl ants.

ALl CE
At least his plants don’t turn
agai nst him

PAUL
s that what you think, that |I'm
rebel li ng agai nst Dad? | guess |

didn’t make nyself clear

ALl CE
It was hard to find clarity in
all that yelling.

PAUL
| tried to do it calmy, but when
he wouldn’t listen, | just...

| ost control, | guess.

76.
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ALl CE
That’ s a good guess.

PAUL
It was ny fault, wasn't it? The
shouti ng mat ch.

AL| CE
Does it matter who's fault it
was? What matters is how it nade
you feel

PAUL
Vell, it didn't turn out exactly
the way | wanted it to. It

didn’t even cone cl ose.

ALl CE
How did you want it to turn out?

PAUL
| knew there’d be comuni cation
probl enms, but the reason | asked
Presi dent Andrews not to say
anything is because | wanted to
confront those probl ens nyself.
| like to fight nmy own battles.

ALl CE
And boy, can you fight.
PAUL
What | expected was: |’d cone

hone, it'd be alittle tense at
first, but eventually everyone
would relax a bit... and then |'d
tell him

ALl CE
And he woul d understand, just
i ke that?

PAUL
| guess it was kind of naive of
me, wasn't it?

ALl CE
You know, Dear, those people who
can totally change their |ives
instantly are very rare.

PAUL
| know that.

7.
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ALl CE
For nost of us, any change at all
nmust cone over a |ong period.
Wth your father, that period is
| onger than with al nost anyone.

PAUL
But he’s changed -- before?
There nust have been at | east one
time.
ALl CE
There was.
Alice shivers as a sudden chill hits the air. She gestures

toward the house.
A ROARI NG FI RE

in the fireplace in the parlor, being manned by Paul. Alice
sits in her favorite chair.

ALl CE
It was when | was pregnant with
Andrew. Before that, whenever we
went anypl ace, your father would
al ways drive the car. It was the
unwitten |aw of the Baines
househol d: The Man Shall Drive.
| had a Iicense but he never |et
nme use it when he was in the car
| asked himabout it one tine. |
can’t renenber his exact words,
but it was sonething to the
effect that wonen, not being as
mechani cal Iy inclined as nen,
weren’t as good drivers.

PAUL
That’s unbel i evabl e.

ALl CE
Renenber, your father was raised
in Uah. Well, when it cane tine
to deliver Andrew, your father
was nowhere to be found. So |
borrowed a nei ghbor’s car and
drove to the hospital mnyself.

( MORE)



MATTERS OF THE HEART / DUNCAN 79.

ALl CE (CONT’ D)
When your father |earned that not
only had | delivered a healthy
baby boy, but that | had driven
there safely, he turned to nme and
said -- and these words | do
remenber exactly -- "l always
knew you could do it." |
accepted that as an apol ogy.

PAUL
And did he let you drive after
t hat ?

ALl CE

Yes, but he’ d al ways wear his
seatbelt. So, you see, if you
want to change the way he thinks --

PAUL
| need to have a baby.

ALl CE
You need to be patient and work
at it, maybe for quite a long tine.

PAUL
Mom w |l he ever understand?
WIl it ever be -- between him
and ne -- like it used to be?

AL| CE
No. But | think -- with work --
you' || cone pretty close. | wll

tell you one thing, though. Wen
your father finally conmes around,
don’t expect himto cone right
out and say it. He may be
straight and to the point in his
preaching but he Il skirt the

I ssue, he’ll say sonething el se.
I[t’1l be up to you to see it for
what it is: an apol ogy.
(beat)
Now it’s your turn.
PAUL
What ?
ALl CE

W’ ve been tal ki ng about your
father and his weaknesses, as if
he’s the only one involved in
thi s di sagreenent.
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PAUL
Yeah, but at |east he’s gone and
can’t hear what we say.

ALl CE
But you're the open-m nded one.
So |l et’s get philosophical --

PAUL
You don’t have to do that. | can
take it.

ALl CE
Then 1’1l let you have it. You,

i n your "open-m ndedness" were as
| etter-of-the-law as he was. You
can no nore accept his way of

| ooki ng at things than he can
accept yours.

PAUL
|’ m nore honest with nmyself than
he is.

ALl CE
Are you? Wen you accepted your
m ssion call, you nade a

commtnment to serve for two years.

You didn’t follow through on
that. Does that seem honest to
you?

PAUL
| told you. | had no choice. |
was ranrodded into the m ssion
field.

ALl CE
You al ways have a choice. You
chose to give into this
"intimdation" as you called it.
You woul d have been nore honest
with yourself -- and us -- if you

had never gone in the first place.

PAUL
| know that! But | couldn’t do
that -- then. | didn’t know what
| know now.

ALl CE
You know what this whole thing
sounds like to ne? One gigantic
case of rationalization.

80.
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PAUL
Mom -- |

ALl CE
What el se can | think? You go
out in the mssion field,
excited, vow ng to convert the
worl d, and then when it gets a
little tough, you tuck your tai
bet ween your |egs and cone hone.

PAUL
Do you really believe that?

ALl CE
| don’t want to, but I’ve seen
precious little else to convince
me ot herw se.

PAUL
I woul d have expected this from
Dad - -

ALl CE

You see, you're not the only one
in the Church who has your

phil osophy. 1’ve known quite a
few But there’s danger in your
way of | ooking at the Gospel,
just as there is in wearing
blinders all the tinme. The
danger is that, unless you try
very hard, you end up questioning
everything. And eventually,
believing nothing. And a life

wi thout belief is a life wthout

hope.
PAUL

Everything | told Dad --
ALl CE

Everything you screaned at him
PAUL

You don’t believe any of it?
ALl CE

Do you?
PAUL

Let’s not get into that again. |
was not being influenced by the
Devi | .
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ALl CE
How do you know t hat ?
PAUL
| already told you how. | had

this... feeling.

ALl CE
Feeling. You nean you didn't sit
down and reason out why you
shoul dn’t be on a m ssion?

PAUL
| thought about it --

ALl CE
If this feeling didn't come from
Satan, or wasn’t a result of your
own feelings of inadequacy, then
where did it come fronf

PAUL
(reluctant)
| see what you' re getting at.

ALl CE
Then say it.

PAUL
God.

ALl CE

And how do you know that, if not
by faith? Don’t you see that,
sonetinmes, reasoning is not
enough, that even the nost
"intellectual” Mrnon needs to
take a step into the darkness
every now and then? So what am |
telling you? You ve said it
yoursel f several tines now. "No
one is either black or white."
There are el enments of questioning
in all of us.

PAUL
In you?

ALI CE
Yes.

Paul | ooks at her. She starts to speak.
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PAUL
| know. Don't tel

Dad.

Anot her beat. Alice noves toward the house.

I NT. DI Nl NG ROOM

Alice enters, sits at the dining table.

Paul enters, stands behi nd her.

ALI CE

| never thought | would tell that

to anyone.

PAUL

| know what you're feeling. Kind
of a strange m xture of relief
and agony -- coal esci ng sonewhere

at the base of your

heart. You

fell like you want to burst with
joy that you ve finally conme to

terms with yourself

but afraid

that, if you do, nothing wll
conme out but this oddly shaped,

def orned mass t hat

used to be

called "perfect, child-like faith."

Al'ice | ooks at Paul.
Suddenly, she bursts into tears,

PAUL
Let it cone, Mom

ALI CE

folding into Paul’s arnms.

Let it cone.

Paul .  Prom se ne one thing.

What ever el se you t

el | your

fat her when he gets hone, don't --

PAUL
| won’t.

ALl CE

Because it would destroy him He
al ready thinks that you and | are

t eam ng up agai nst
found out that I...

hi m I f he
You know what

he told ne once? He said the
reason he nmarried ne was... was
because | was perfect. That's

what he said. So,

you mustn’t.

83.
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PAUL
Don't worry.

ALl CE
He just wouldn’t know how to
handle it. Not yet, anyway.

PAUL
Sonmeday you’ |l have to do what |
did. You'll have to tell him
ALl CE
| know?
PAUL
You know what | think?
ALl CE
What ?
PAUL

I think that every nmenber of the
Church questions things. But

nost are afraid to admit is, as
if by ignoring it, it’ll go away.
O maybe the think that if they
stand up in Testinony Meeting and
say, "I know the Gospel’s true,
but I’ mnot sure about the
Church," they’' |l sonmehow be judge
as weak in the faith.

ALl CE
They probably woul d.

PAUL
What... sort of things do you
guestion?

ALl CE

So it’s ny turn, is it? Yes, |
suppose | owe you an expl anati on.

PAUL
You do.

ALl CE
You know how we’ re taught that --
you won’t think I’m an apost at e,
wll you?

PAUL
Mom you're talking to Mster
Li beral - M nded.
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ALl CE
It’s just that -- well, | told
this once to your father and he
said | should stop thinking about

it -- that, since it wasn't
essential to ny salvation -- |
didn’t need to be concerned.

PAUL
"It’s not essential to ny
salvation.” The G eat Mrnon
Cop- out .
ALl CE
It has to do with... the Creation..
PAUL
Go on.
ALl CE
Vel |, you know how we’re taught

that the world was created by
El ohim Jehovah, and M chael .

PAUL
Yes. ..

ALl CE
Vel l, you see..

PAUL

Go ahead. There are no GA.’s
| ooki ng over your shoul der.

ALl CE
| don't thing that’s all there is
toit. There are -- aspects --

of the creation that carry a
decides fem nine slant. The
flowers, for instance, rainbows...
all the things of beauty. 1'm
not saying that a man coul dn’t
have done all that... what |'m
saying is... Don’t you think it’s
possi bl e that maybe... Heavenly
Mot her coul d have desi gned those
t hi ngs and given themto her
husband to create? |Is that such
an heretical idea?

PAUL
(smles)
| think it’s a beautiful concept.
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ALl CE
Way are you smling?

PAUL
| can’t believe it. M nother,
t he Mornon Fem ni st.

ALl CE
[’ m not!

PAUL
Just ki ddi ng.

ALl CE

You got ne off the subject which
was you.

PAUL
An old mssionary trick | |earned
to keep contacts from ranbling.
ALl CE
I wasn’t ranbling.
PAUL
I know, | know.
ALl CE

well, M. Open-Mnded. Aml
right? About you and your

father, | nmean?
PAUL
well. ..
ALI CE
Come on, now.
PAUL
Yes, you're right.
ALI CE
So what we have here are two
grown nmen who aren’t willing to

just throw doctrine to the w nd
and let love tell their hearts
what to do.

PAUL
| don’t know if we ever can. Qur
basi ¢ phi | osophi es seem so
dianetrically opposed. He' s and
I ron Rodder and |’ m a Liahona.

86.
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ALl CE
What does that nean?

PAUL
You renenber Dad saying that the
words of the Prophets were his
"iron rod?" That's the one basic
di fference between people like
himand me. Some are like in the
parable of the iron rod. As |ong
as they hold on tight, thy don’t
have to worry about anything.
They can nmake it through every
mst in a clear, straight line to
that beautiful tree. There are
others of us who are better
synbol i zed by the Liahona. W
don’t have the whole picture --
feel nore confortable wi thout it,
as a matter of fact. W prefer
to sort of figure out where we're

going one step at a tine. | was
an "lron Rodder" before | went on
ny mssion. |’mnow a "Liahona."

And you don’t know how nany

sl eepl ess nights |’ ve spent
praying that | could sonehow undo
what happened to ne -- that, in

one fell swoop, | could be
returned to those days when | had
a sinple faith. 1Is it a sin,

Mom to pray for ignorance?

ALl CE
That’ s a very fascinating idea.
But there’s one thing you need to
renmenber about those two objects.
They were both nade by the sane
God. He nust have done that for
some reason. Could not that
reason have been that he wants
both types of people in the
Church? For whatever reason,
don’t know. But maybe... maybe
the Iron Rodder is there to keep
t he Li ahona geared toward the
basics. And the Liahona is there
to push, pull, and to nmake noi se
so that the Iron Rodder will
occasionally look up to get the
whol e picture. Mybe it’s God’ s
system of checks and bal ances --
| don’t know.

( MORE)
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ALI CE (CONT’ D)
What | do know is that you and he
will have to figure out sone way
to get together and resolve this.
Whet her you give in to him or he
does, or you reach sone kind of
conprom se, | don't care. It’s
just got to happen. O | won’'t
make you any nore bal oney
sandw ches.

EXT. THREE PI NES NURSERY PARKI NG LOT

Bob sits in his car, his hands on the steering wheel,
| ooki ng ahead.

Behind him a sign proclains his whereabouts:
THREE PI NES NURSERY

I NT. BAI NES CAR

Bob conti nues | ooki ng ahead.

From his tape deck conmes the words of a passage fromthe
Book of Mornon on tape.

VO CE ON TAPE DECK
wherefore ye shall clear
away the bad according as the
good shall grow, that the root
and the top nay be equal in
strength, until the good shal
overcone the bad, and the bad
shal |l be hewn down and cast into
the fire -- "

Robert clicks the tape player off. Beat. He |ooks down,
sees -

PAUL’S JOURNAL - sitting on the seat next to him

ROBERT
pi cks up the journal, opens it,
t hunbs through it, finds a
passage, starts reading.

PAUL (V.Q)
"El der Wai nwight was ny first
greenie -- a farm boy from Sal em

Utah. Spent his whole life on
the farm As innocent as they
cone.

( MORE)

88.
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PAUL (V. O ; CONT' D)
Anyway, sone one blew off a
neeting he had arranged. 1°'d
been out nine nonths by then --
this sort of thing was old hat to
nme. But it was quite the earth-
shattering experience for Elder
Wi nright."

EXT. PARI S APARTMENT COVPLEX / GROUND LEVEL

89.

El der Wai nwright stands at the bottom of the stairs | eaning
agai nst a wall, |ooking at the rain. Behind him Elder
Bai nes cones down the last flight of stairs, walks up to his

compani on.
ELDER WAI NVWRI GHT
How can anyone not want to know
about the Church?
PAUL
The way | see it Elder, we have
two choices. One, we can go hone
now. It’s only 9 o clock, it’ll
take us at least a half hour to
get there anyway.
Paul "poses:" lifts his head, while | ooking off

into a

bright future, his intonation a study of nock religiosity.

PAUL
Two, we can endeavor to wash our
garnents of the blood and sins of
this generation and gird up our
| oins and go forth to continue to
preach the Gospel, yea, unto al
nat i ons, ki ndreds, tongues, and
people, until the last --

El der Wainwright can’t take it anynore and bursts out | aughing.

ELDER WAI NVWRI GHT
Was it your door or mne?

And they hurry off to the |ast set of stairs.
PAUL (V.Q)
"We found Frire DuChanp a nonth
and a half later."

EXT. ANOTHER PARI S APARTMENT COVPLEX

El der Bai nes and El der Wai nwight come out of one of the

bui | di ngs, |ooking all sad and gl um
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PAUL (V.Q)
"There was one building left in
this particular conplex we were
tracting. It was nine-thirty at
ni ght and we’ d had absol utely no
response at all that day."

Urged by Paul, the two mi ssionaries nove off toward the | ast
conpl ex.

PAUL (V.Q)
"As we approached, | admt to
havi ng had second thoughts,
t hi nki ng that maybe, since it was
so late, we should go hone."

They di sappear inside the building.
| NT. THE SAME COVPLEX ( MOVI NG

They slowy trudge up the stairs. Their packs seeml|ike
heavy | oads, they lean tiredly on the banister as they lift
one foot after the other.

PAUL (V.Q)
"But then I renenbered sonething
they’ d taught us at the MIC
"When you want to go hone, just
knock on one |ast door. The
gol den convert you seek may be
wai ting.’

They arrive at the | anding. Paul knocks on a door.
PAUL (V.Q)

"So that’s what | did. | knocked
on just one nore door."

The door opens, revealing -
FRERE DUCHAMP

standing in the doorway. As Paul speaks, the French man
i stens, enraptured.

PAUL (V.Q)
"This little French nman answered
the door. He was maybe in his
thirties and his eyes seened to
bri ghten as he | ooked at us.
Vell, we did the usual spiel...

Frtre DuChanp bursts into tears
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PAUL (V.Q)
" .. and that was when he broke
into tears... It turns out he'd

been praying for God to send
sonmeone with the truth about
religion to his door. He was
i ndeed the gol den contact we’'d
been seeking."

I NT. SW MM NG POOL - DAY

El der Wi nwri ght baptizes DuChanp whil e Paul and anot her

El der | ook on as witnesses. Qher people -- a few

m ssionaries and some nenbers -- also | ook on. DuChanp goes
down under the water as:

PAUL (V.Q)
"He took all the | essons and was
bapti zed the foll owi ng Saturday."”

I NT. DUCHAMP' S PARI S APARTMENT - EVEN NG

A party is in full swing: all those fromthe previous scene
and OTHERS we didn’t see before, SISTER M SSI ONARI ES, nenbers.

Everyone is happy, smling, there’'s plenty of food.
Paul stands in the corner, watching this.

PAUL (V.Q)
"After his baptism we were at
his home for alittle celebration."

DuChanp notices the drinks are |l ow, goes into the kitchen.
Paul foll ows.

I NT. DUCHAMP' S PARI S APARTMENT - KI TCHEN

DuChanp opens the refrigerator, pulls out a bottle of Coca
Col a.

Paul speaks fromthe doorway to the kitchen.

PAUL
Br ot her DuChanp, you do realize
that cola has caffeine init?

DuChanp does the action next descri bed.

PAUL (V.0Q)
"He put the bottle down as if it
had suddenly caught fire, and
| ooked at me with the nost
fearful expression on his face."
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FRERE DUCHAMP
Is this against the Wrd of
Wsdon? If it is, just tel

ne

and 1’1l never drink it again.

"1l do whatever you tell ne.

EXT. STREET

Robert

PAUL -

drives, renenbering the |last few words of Paul’s
j our nal

PAUL (V.0Q)
"The next day, | called up

Presi dent Andrews. This is why |
came home. Because of a farm boy
fromldaho to whomthe very idea

of happy non- Mornon was

i nconpr ehensi bl e, and because of

alittle Frenchman who was

willing to alter his conplete
festyle nerely because | said

[ i
so."

ROBERT

Paul , don’t you know how much

your nother and | cried over that?

i's suddenly seated next to Robert,

only this tinme he

is wearing his full mssionary garb, including badge, and
carrying his back pack.

PAUL

Wuld it surprise you to know

that I did, too? The night

decided to go home, | just lay in
bed staring at the ceiling for

the longest time. Wen it
finally cane to nme that --

whatever else | was -- | just

wasn't cut out to be a

m ssionary... | cried. Because,

nore than anything, | wanted to
be! | wanted to do such a good
job, to please the Lord, you and

Mom .. nyself.
(beat)

And after what seened |ike maybe
a half hour... this absolutely
i ncredi bl e feeling of peace swept
over ne. It started at the exact
center of ny chest and seened to
swirl outward -- this fantastic

feeling of...
( MORE)

92.
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PAUL ( CONT’ D)

warnth that left my entire body
tingling. And the nore | thought
about going hone, the better it
felt. Wen |I thought that maybe
| ought to reconsider, to stay,
it started to fade.

(beat)
| didn't cry after that.

EXT. BAI NES HOME - DRI VEWAY

The car driven by Robert pulls into the driveway and now we
saw what we couldn’t before: An azal ea bush in the trunk
with a partially closed lid, held there by tw ne. Robert
gets out of the car, goes around back and starts unfastening
the trunk |id.

EXT. BACKYARD FENCE

W see the top of the bush approaching the gate, the gate
openi ng, and then Robert carrying the bush, struggling to
get it through the gate.

Paul cones around the corner of the house to hel p Robert
with the plant.

Alice cones into scene also, shutting the gate.

ALl CE
What...? Another azal ea bush.

ROBERT
A heal thy one.

THE GARDEN

Robert and Paul struggle with the plant, finally letting
putting it on the ground near the old one.

ROBERT
Thank you, Paul. Leonard told ne
what was wrong with the other
plant. It was getting too nuch
water. The azal ea doesn’t need a
| ot of water. |In fact, it does
better id dry ground. | knew
that. ..

PAUL

So what’s going to happen to the
ol d one?
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ROBERT
Leonard told ne | shoul d uproot
it and plant this one in its
place. Wuld you like to help
me, Paul ?

PAUL
Sur e.

Paul grabs a nearby shovel and starts digging up the old
pl ant .

ROBERT
Oh, wait! Keep digging Paul.
There’s sonething |I’ve got to get
in the house.

Robert | eaves.
Paul and Alice | ook know ngly at each other.
| NT. PARLOR

A Book of Mornon lies promnently displayed on the coffee
table. Robert picks it up, goes back outside.

THE GARDEN
Paul has dug a fairly deep hole by now.

Robert cones up, hands the Book of Mdrnon to Alice, who
takes it, | ooks surprised.

ROBERT
(to Paul)
Excellent job. Let’s get this
ot her one ready to plant.

He starts renoving the cardboard pot hol ding the healthy bush.

ROBERT
Alice, would you read that
passage | have nmarked?

As Robert and Paul work the bush out of its contai ner an
into the hole Paul dug:

ALl CE
(reads)
"And it cane to pass that the
master of the vineyard went
forth, and he saw that his --



MATTERS OF THE HEART / DUNCAN

ROBERT
"Azal ea bush."

ALl CE
"And he saw that his azal ea bush
began to decay, and he said: |
will prune it, and dig about it,
and nourish it, that perhaps it
may shoot forth young and tender
branches and it perish not. But
behol d, the main top thereof
began to perish. The naster of
the vineyard said to his servant:
It grieveth me that | should | ose
this tree.”

Alice starts to choke up
Paul and Robert finally have the bush ready to put in the

hol e. Robert stands, takes over the readi ng chores as Pau
pl ants the bush.

ROBERT
"But what could I have done nore
in nmy vineyard? | have nourished

it, and | have digged about it,

and | have pruned it. Wwo is it
that has corrupted ny vi neyard?
And the servant told his master:
Is it not the loftiness, or the
pride of thy vineyard?"

Paul stops digging and |istens as Robert continues reading.
Robert is starting to choke up, too, as he reads.

ROBERT
"Have not the branches thereof
overcone the roots which are
good, grow ng faster than the
strength of the roots? And the
Lord of the vineyard said unto
the servant: Let us go to and new
down the trees in the vineyard.
What could | have done nore for
ny vi neyard?"

Paul | ooks at Robert, who noves closer to Alice, puts his
arm around her.
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ROBERT
"But behold, the servant said
unto the Lord of the vineyard:
Spare it alittle longer. And
the Lord said: Yea, | will spare
it alittle longer..."

Beat. Robert is really having trouble at this point, but he
pl ugs away to the end.

ROBERT
"... For it grieveth ne that I
shoul d | ose the trees of ny
vi neyard. "

Robert cl oses the book, gives it to Alice, then kneels down
wi th Paul .

Toget her the two nen tanp down the soil as Alice | ooks on,
smling.

FADE QUT.
THE END



